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How to defend and promote peace as youth in the context of the 

UN+75 and the UN decade of Action to deliver the SDGs by 2030 

taking into account the COVID-19 pandemic? 

 

After the world experienced 6 years of another man-made, very devastating crisis that brought 

untold sorrow, the Second World War that ended in 1945, 51 countries came together to make 

commitments. They committed to maintaining international peace and security, developing friendly 

relations among nations, and promoting social progress, better living standards, and human rights. 

The United Nations Charter was signed and that was the birth of the United Nations
1
. Of course, all 

that didn't come out of the blue, several efforts preceded including the formation of The League of 

Nations after the First World War in 1920 and the Declaration by the United Nations of 1942. The 

year 2020 marked the 75
th
  anniversary of the United Nations, kudos to this organization that has done 

countless to bring peace and development to the world and its people throughout the course of 7.5 

decades.  

 

In its General Assembly on September 21, 2020, the UN adopted the declaration on the 

commemoration of the seventy-fifth anniversary. One of the declarations was to upgrade the United 

Nations because today,  the world is very different from what it was 75 years ago when the United 

Nations was created 75. Today, the world population has tremendously increased, there are more 

challenges and more solutions as well.  All that means the UN’s working methods need to keep up 

and adapt. Another deceleration, among several others was to keep promoting peace and preventing 

conflicts by urgently resolving ongoing armed conflicts and threats against international peace and 

security through peaceful means. To build, keep and sustain peace is now one of the main 

responsibilities of the United Nations
2
. This declaration aligns with the 2030 Agenda which the 

world community under the United Nations established and endorsed in 2015.  

 

Through this agenda, 193-member states pledged and committed to ensure sustained and inclusive 

economic growth, social inclusion, and environmental protection, fostering peaceful, just, and 

inclusive societies through a new global partnership
3
. The agenda carries 17 goals which represent 

focus areas necessary to achieve sustainable development. They are well known as Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). The SDGs help translates the core values and principles underlying the 

Agenda into concrete and measurable results. Adopted as a result of extensive negotiations among 

member states, the accountability for the implementation of the Agenda primarily rests with 

national governments. The 2030 Agenda embodies the following core principles
4
:  

Universality: The 2030 Agenda is universal in scope and commits all countries, irrespective of their 

income levels and development status, to contribute towards a comprehensive effort towards 

sustainable development. The Agenda is applicable in all countries, in all contexts, and at all times.  

Interconnectedness and Indivisibility: The 2030 Agenda rests on the interconnected and indivisible 

nature of its 17 SDGs. It is crucial that all entities responsible for the implementation of SDGs treat 

them in their entirety instead of approaching them as a menu list of individual goals from which 

they pick and choose.  

Inclusiveness: The 2030 Agenda calls for the participation of all segments of society, irrespective 

of their race, gender, ethnicity, and identity to contribute to its implementation.  
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Multi-Stakeholder Partnerships: The 2030 Agenda calls for establishing multi-stakeholder 

partnerships for mobilising and sharing knowledge, expertise, technology and financial resources, to 

support the achievement of SDGs in all countries.  

Leaving no one behind: The 2030 Agenda seeks to benefit all people and commits to leaving no 

one behind by reaching out to all people in need and deprivation, wherever they are, in a manner 

which targets their specific challenges and vulnerabilities. This generates an unprecedented demand 

for local and disaggregated data to analyze outcomes and track progress. This has been reiterated in 

the declaration on the commemoration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the United Nations.  

 

The Global Goals and all their targets came into effect on 1 January 2016. But, at the end of 2019, 

only about 4 years from their inception, the SGDs were stricken by a very tough global health crisis, 

the outbreak of SARS-CoV-2 or as simply called, Coronavirus. Started in Wuhan, an emerging 

business hub of China, the novel Coronavirus causes a disease named by the International 

Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses (ICTV), COVID-19
5
. After spreading in various parts of the 

world, the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a global pandemic. In a matter of weeks, 

the pandemic manifested itself as one of the moments of disappointment to the UN and the largest 

global challenge in the history of the United Nations over its 75 years. World Health Organization 

(WHO) and partners have worked together on the response and efforts to develop vaccines. As a 

result, two vaccines; Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna have been authorized and recommended to 

prevent COVID-19
6
.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

Although the vaccine rollout began at the end of 2020, the virus and its impacts globally may take 

very long to be wiped out. The virus has had a major impact on human health; infecting a large 

number of people, causing severe disease and associated long-term health problems, resulting in 

death and excess mortality especially among older and vulnerable populations, interrupting routine 

healthcare services, disruptions to travel, trade, education and many other societal functions and 

more broadly harming peoples physical and mental health. A new challenge is looming as WHO 

has recently received reports of virus variants from the Kingdom of Denmark, the United Kingdom 

and the Republic of South Africa. It’s no surprise that the coronavirus has mutated. The reports say 

the new strains are more contagious than the original strain
7
.  

 

As COVID-19 impedes progress towards achieving the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 

their achievement is getting even more urgent and necessary. That’s due to both, solving the 

challenges caused by the pandemic and the fact that time is going on towards the target date of 2030.  

Considering that, only 10 years are left to implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 

world leaders called for a Decade of Action at the SDG Summit in September 2019.  They pledged 

to mobilize financing, enhance national implementation and strengthen institutions to achieve the 

goals
8
.  

 

COVID-19 is a threat not only to the achieved development but also it poses risks of worsening 

conflicts or bringing new ones. This is a specific challenge of the pandemic in achieving sustainable 

peace, one of five critical dimensions of the 2030 Agenda alongside people, prosperity, planet and 

partnership- the 5P’s. These five dimensions mean that for a development intervention to be 

sustainable, it must take into account the social, economic, and environmental consequences it 

generates, and lead to conscious choices in terms of the trade-offs, synergies, and spin-offs it creates. 

Additionally, policymakers need to ensure that any intervention is developed, owned, and carried 

forward with the relevant partnerships and leverages the appropriate means of implementation.  

Peace, on which this paper focuses is difficult to define. Like like many theoretical terms such as 

happiness, harmony, justice, and freedom, peace is something often recognized by its absence. 
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However, it is imperative to understand this term as something broader than just the absence of 

wars. Shading light on that, Johan Galtung, a founder of peace studies and peace research, has 

proposed the concepts of “positive” and “negative” peace. “Positive” peace denotes the 

simultaneous presence of many desirable states of mind and society, such as harmony, justice, 

equity, and so on. This means peace begins within people's minds and this paper considers that. On 

the other side, “negative” peace is the historical denotation that peace is the absence of war and 

other forms of large-scale violent human conflict
9
.  

 

The UN stands with aims at positive peace. According to the UN Secretary-General António 

Guterres, the concept of sustaining peace is essentially about positive peace as opposed to simply 

ending wars
10

. Broadly, this is a reason SDG 16 seeks to promote peaceful and inclusive societies 

for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and 

inclusive institutions at all levels.  

 

With COVID-19, world peace is under some challenges. António Guterres highlighted three 

challenges; firstly, the erosion of public trust which can lead to widespread disillusionment in 

authority at all levels.  Secondly, destabilized global economic order, which, fueled by the 

unprecedented global economic crisis. This adds to heightened socio-economic 

vulnerabilities.  Thirdly, he highlighted the weakening of the social fabric as the world has seen 

many harsh crackdowns of peaceful protests in several countries with COVID-19 as an excuse. At 

least 23 countries have postponed national elections or referenda, and almost twice as many have 

postponed subnational votes
11

.  

According to the United Nations, the impact of COVID-19 on areas affected by confl3icts has been 

much worse. This impact is not only in terms of the health and humanitarian aftermaths, but also in 

the areas of social cohesion, governance, and the rule of law. This jeopardizes and reverses 

international efforts to sustain peace. 

This is because some see the huge pressure put on states by the pandemic as opportunities to 

increase attacks. UN notes the surge in violence by Boko Haram and other militant groups in 

Nigeria, growing mob violence in the DRC as well as murders by cartels in Mexico among other 

acts of violence. Some groups use healthcare itself as a weapon and civilian suffering as a tool
12

.  

After the 75 years of the UN’s work, the pandemic has come as a lesson emphasizing the 

importance of the UN to work more effectively with various partners. This becomes more important 

in this decade of action to achieve the SDGs while “Leaving no one behind”. This means the UN 

must work more effectively with regional organizations, international financial institutions, local 

governments, the private sector, civil society, academia and youth, individually or in organizations. 

Focusing on youth, the Decade of Action being faced by the challenges led by COVID-19 makes 

them more necessary as indicated in the declaration on the commemoration of the UN’s seventy-

fifth anniversary. The UN committed to listen to and work with youth. It admits that youth have 

been the missing piece for peace and development. For too long, the voices of youth have been 

sidelined in discussions about their future. UN says, this has to change now through meaningful 

engagement with youth. This is not the first time for UN to vividly show its ambition on engaging 

youth, to show youth’s position in 2030 Agenda, the UN developed the UN Youth Strategy (Youth 

2030).   

 

According to the strategy, youth development and youth engagement are cross-cutting issues in the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, other internationally agreed frameworks as well as a 
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central aspect of Security Council Resolutions 2250 (2015)
13

 and 2419 (2018). The strategy 

acknowledges that young people play an important and positive role in the realization of sustainable 

development, in the prevention of crises and the advancement of peace. It seeks to significantly 

strengthen the UN’s capacity to engage young people and benefit from their views, insights and 

ideas. It seeks to ensure the UN’s work on youth issues is pursued in a coordinated, coherent and 

holistic manner. In the meantime, young people need to be full-fledged partners in the United 

Nations work to build a better world for all
14

.  

 

 

In particular, the UNSCR 2250 (2015) identifies five key pillars for action which are participation, 

protection, prevention, partnerships and disengagement and reintegration. This vital resolution 

wants member states of the United Nations to grant youth a greater voice in decision-making at the 

local, national, regional and international levels and to consider developing ways to enable young 

people to participate meaningfully in peace processes. 

 

The following are the ways youth who make up to 18% of the world population (1.8 billion)
15

 can 

defend and promote peace in the context of the UN+75 and the UN decade of Action to deliver the 

SDGs by 2030 considering the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

Being innovative on economic opportunities; As noted, that the pandemic has created a global 

economic crisis which results in socioeconomic vulnerabilities including loss of jobs and failure of 

businesses. These challenges may lead to an unprecedented increase in poverty. Alternatively, some 

people especially in the developing countries may opt to engage in crime like, theft, robbery, 

joining terroristic militant groups, drug dealing and joining drug cartel or unleashing mob violence 

for looting. To solve these challenges, youth have to use their energy, optimistic individual attitudes, 

ideas and creativity to innovate ways to curb the economic setbacks as peacebuilding efforts. 

 

The innovation of economic opportunities using enablers such as digital technology may promote 

employment which can be effective peacebuilding way. Giving opportunities to people especially 

their fellow youth is an essential way to harness their energy towards constructive and peaceful 

purposes and discourage their participation in violation of peace. Using the focus of the 2030 

Agenda and other relevant strategies such as the Youth 2030 strategy, youth can access and 

mobilize funds from the UN, its agencies and other development stakeholders to support their 

innovations.  

 

Media and Digital innovation- using media, ICT and arts for peace; Mass media, social media 

and other information and communication technologies, as well as arts, are vital blocks in 

peacebuilding at all levels. Through these technologies, youth can be innovative and creative to 

bring in various ways of promoting personal, interpersonal, national, regional and global peace.  

 

At the lowest level, youth can employ media, both traditional and the internet-based platforms such 

as social media and other apps they may design as well as Interactive voice response (IVRs) and 

bulk SMSs to promote personal wellbeing and create inner peace to individuals through various 

content and formats. At another level, they can be used to promote national peace by revealing 

different issues to inform policies for peacebuilding, demanding and promoting good governance 

and encouraging citizens to be responsible for their peace.  
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In different countries with lockdowns and other restrictions imposed to curb the spread of COVID-

19, these tools and techniques have become more powerful. It is undeniable that people’s use of 

mobile phones and social media has drastically increased to enhance connectivity and 

communication. Staying inside must have an impact on the increased viewership of television and 

streaming platforms as well as radio and podcast listenership. This is a vital chance of using these 

media vehicles to promote peace. Incorporating the messages in arts can be more effective as a form 

of edutainment. Edutainment has been proved as a successful social and behavioural change 

communication method.   

These are opportunities to make peacebuilding more inclusive by bringing together more diverse 

people such as young people, women, people from remote areas, or marginalized communities. 

However, the roadblock ahead is the digital divide, which can be more prevalent as a result of the 

pandemic. Due to economic constraints, some people’s purchasing power might have fallen, which 

may make them unable to buy internet data, buy smartphones or subscribe to digital TV services.  

As COVID-19 vaccines rollout has started, unequal access to the vaccines may be a threat to peace 

and stability. As some malevolent people can use the disparity to inculcate hatred among people and 

fuel violence. Youth can use media, ICT’s and arts to call to enlighten people and promote peace.  

 

Furthermore, there have been several conspiracy theories and myths around coronavirus may break 

down international relations. Several times, the outgoing president of the United States, Donald 

Trump has condemned China for initiating the virus and calling ‘the Chinese virus’. It reached a 

point Chinese are discriminated and cyberbullied.  Others associate the virus with the 5G 

technology while others claiming that the virus is used as a weapon in the international business 

battle between China and the US. There had been some theories that the imported masks especially 

to developing countries like Tanzania are contaminated with coronavirus. While those myths and 

theories seem to go down, new ones are rising with the invention and distribution of the vaccines.  

Most of these myths and theories are circulating on social media.  

 

The common myths include that more people will die as a result of a negative side effect to the 

vaccines than would actually die from the virus, the vaccine was developed as a way to control the 

general population either through microchip tracking or nano transducers in people’s brains. Other 

say that the vaccine will alter people’s DNA
16

.  

 

These theories are very dangerous as they may obstruct the provision of the vaccines and increase 

the problems. They may also lead to peace violation as a result of mistrust they induce to people 

against their governments. They can be more detrimental to peace in case of governments decide to 

forcefully administer the vaccines. In a serious and yet incredible incident, a Wisconsin pharmacist 

intentionally ruins hundreds of doses of the vaccine because he believed the vaccination would 

mutate people’s DNA. He removed 57 vials of the Moderna vaccine from refrigerator overnight on 

December 24 then returned them to the cold. Authorities say the vials contained enough vaccines 

for 500 people
17

. 

Youth have to use social media and other ICTs to counter the spread of all these kinds of myths and 

conspiracy theories that may challenge the peace and the wellbeing of people. The importance of 

digital technology has not been ignored by the United Nations. In the declaration on the 

commemoration of the seventy-fifth anniversary, the UN declared to improve digital cooperation. It 

admits that gigital technologies have profoundly transformed society. They offer unprecedented 

opportunities. As this paper has shown some challenges caused by social media like the spread of 

myths, the UN understands that, when improperly or maliciously used, these digital technologies 
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can fuel divisions within and between countries, increase insecurity, undermine human rights and 

exacerbate inequality. What is required by the UN is a beneficial technology usage.  

Youth should increasingly engage in agriculture and food innovation; Combination of conflicts 

and COVID-19 leads to a more intense food insecurity problem. As an English saying goes 'a 

hungry man is an angry man', the problem may in return intensify conflicts and crime as people 

fight for their survival. Militant groups can recruit more easily when young people are desperate for 

any source of livelihood. That will consequently slow down or block peacebuilding efforts.  Youth 

may play a role in peacebuilding in this kind of context my tackling one problem after the other. By 

being innovative in agriculture, they may increase productivity among their communities and boost 

food security. Examples of existing agricultural innovations that may help in areas with conflicts 

are agroponics and sack farming. They may also be innovative in ways of educating people to farm 

through those ways. 

Food innovation can be another way youth can go. Food innovation is the development and 

commoditization of new food products, processes, and services. Food innovation may solve the 

problem of food wastage which means, more people can get food or people can get more food.  It 

can help to produce more nutritious foods and fight malnutrition in people especially children. 

Through food innovation, a small amount of food may generate enough energy for survival. 

Through agricultural and food innovation, youth may contribute to defending and promoting peace 

at the same times contributing to achieving Sustainable Development Goals, directly goal 2; Zero 

Hunger.  

Innovation on education; Youth’s efforts to defend peace are not just for immediate results. They 

are supposed to be for the long run. The same is for the impact of COVID-19. The pandemic is 

ravaging the world now but some of its effects will be there to stay. For example, the effects on 

education.  Save The Children reports that, with more than 1.5 billion children missing school 

during lockdowns around the world, around 10 million kids may never return to school. This 

opportunity to education lost is a tragedy that will increase the scope of socioeconomic problems. 

These uneducated children who are left behind contrary to the SGDs principles are in the verge of 

being faced by poverty and their communities will fall in more acute poverty in the years to come.  

This will impact the future of peace too. As peace is defined from within, they will probably miss 

inner peace. Some will fall in the bad hands of militant groups. Others will turn to drug dealing and 

other sorts of crimes and peace violation.  

The youth of today have a huge task in hand. The task of innovating ways children and other 

students of all levels can access education. Some youth had already started the journey long before 

the Coronavirus outbreak, as in case of Tanzania’s Given Edward who invented Mtabe App and 

USSD system for distant learning or Faraja Nyalandu of Shule Direct App and Isaya Yunge of 

Soma Apps. However, more of them are needed. They should be better and more inclusive. Other 

youths have to take the flag to the upper levels, agitating for those kinds of apps to be more 

officially recognized by the government authorities as ways of remote learning, testing and 

examining students. Despite that there is no lockdown in Tanzania, these technologies are very 

crucial, even for preparedness of future disasters. The Tanzanian innovators have been mentioned 

as references, but this point is dedicated to the entire world. In short, innovation in education could 

be one of the biggest ways to support SGD 4 (quality education) and international efforts to sustain 

peace in the post-COVID-19 era.  



 7 

Reject/stop to be violence perpetrators and be agents of peace; Due to all the factors of peace 

violation and features of youth, they must be the largest number forming militant groups, drug 

cartels and other criminals. Youth are the ones commonly engage in gang/mob violence and street 

gunfights in urban areas of countries like the US and South Africa.  One of the straightforward ways 

of promoting and defending peace as youth is to reject being peace violators. If youth back off, the 

world will make a very big step towards peace.  

 

Even in personal and interpersonal levels, youth should reject to be perpetrators of school, street 

bullying and cyberbullying and be agents of change instead. Their agency/ activism can be 

individually or through collective efforts under civil societies, established by others or themselves, 

for example, Jeshi La Dada, a Tanzanian online support group against cyberbullying and online 

harassment as a factor affecting women's online participation. Youth, both male and female must be 

champions against all forms of gender-based violence. Acceptance of the rights of others is one of 

the pillars of positive peace. Broadly, youth can also do activism to increase the participation of 

youth in peacebuilding.  

 

With COVID-19 in mind, youth can use online spaces effectively to be agents of change and assist 

in the achievement of SDG 5 (gender equality), 16 (peace, justice and strong institutions) in this 

decade of action.  

 

Grabbing Dialogue opportunities: Through the United Nations Youth Strategy, the UN system has 

committed and declared to engage youth in peacebuilding and other efforts to bring sustainable 

global development. Youth have to use this vital opportunity to establish a good connection with 

the UN system. It is high time for youth to be more aggressive to find chances to engage with UN 

seniors. With COVID-19 in mind, online engagement is the best solution.  

 

These dialogues have to focus on peacebuilding and other sustainable development areas to show 

the power of youth. Those will be the avenue for youth to channel their ideas and insights to the UN 

and as the strategy says, to be active partners of the UN.    

 

This goes side by side with looking for opportunities for some youth to be in youth advisory boards 

of national and international organizations, civil society, embassies/high commissions and other 

development agencies.  

 

Political participation and leadership; Youths have to be on the frontline to positively participate 

in politics and contest for eligible political positions. This is the most direct chance of youth to 

exercise their brilliant leadership views.  Youth are well-positioned to come up with new ideas to 

address community problems considering their openness, energy and creativity. They can model 

alternatives means to violence and prove that change can be made peacefully. Youth leaders have to 

recognize and respect human rights, create democratic and well-functioning governments, sound 

business environment, high level of human capital and ensure equitable distribution of resources as 

some ways of sustaining peace.   

Coronavirus might have shifted the way some countries perform politics but, the solutions to 

increase youth political participation are to be created by youth themselves by being innovative.  

Youth in justice mechanisms state apparatus should show examples; Youth who work for justice 

mechanisms and the entire repressive state apparatus such as lawyers, judges, magistrates, 

paralegals and any judicial position, those in armed forces such as police officers and military 

personnel have to show examples of maintaining peace. Military personnel should be peacekeepers 

and not peace breakers. In the protection of borders, they should ensure that they keep peace their 
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priority and maintain a good relationship with neighbouring states. The same to police officers. 

They should observe their professional integrity, avoid oppressing or brutalize people. Police 

brutality is one of commonest sources of protests and violence as what is going on in Nigeria with 

#EndSARS.  

End SARS is a decentralised social movement and series of mass protests against police brutality in 

Nigeria. The protesters and activist call for the disbanding of the Special Anti-Robbery Squad 

(SARS). This notorious unit of the Nigerian Police has a long record of abuses. According to 

various online sources, since 2017, SARS officers have been alleged to target young Nigerians, 

mostly males, based on their fashion choices, tattoos and hairstyles. They are also known to mount 

roadblocks, conduct unwarranted checks and searches, arrest and detain without trial, rape women, 

kill and extort young Nigerians for driving exotic vehicles and using laptops and iPhones
18

.   

With COVID-19 lockdowns, youth in the repressive state apparatus should not use coercion to keep 

people inside or as an excuse to violate human rights. Amnesty International documented cases 

in 60 countries where law enforcement agencies committed human rights abuses in the name of 

tackling the virus. The cases include killing and severely injuring people for allegedly breaching 

restrictions, or for protesting against lockdown conditions. In Iran for example, security forces 

reportedly used live ammunition and tear gas to suppress protests over COVID-19 safety. At least 

seven people were killed and 16 hospitalized as a result of police operations just in the first five 

days of a curfew in Kenya.  On the first day alone of lockdown in South Africa, police fired rubber 

bullets at people ‘loitering’ on the streets. In Chechnya, video footage showed police kicking and 

assaulting a man for not wearing a mask. An investigation by Amnesty International and 

OMUNGA, an Angolan rights organization reveals that Angolan police enforcing COVID-19 

restrictions killed at least seven young men between May and July, 2020
19

.  

Raising awareness about SGDs; another way youth can defend and promote peace in their 

communities and globally is through dedicating to raise awareness about the goals to as many 

people as possible. When people substantially understand the goals, they can take part in working 

towards them. When achieving those goals for instance goals number 16, peace will be in the way 

or the other fostered. Social media offer an effective avenue for this during this period of COVID-

19.  

In conclusion, this paper attempts to answer a very important question; how to defend and promote 

peace as youth in the context of the UN+75 and the UN decade of Action to deliver the SDGs by 

2030 taking into account the COVID-19 pandemic? The paper shows various ways in which youth 

can work to protect and promote peace, directly and indirectly, in their communities, countries and 

global at targe. Fortunately, through ups and downs, the United Nations has accumulated a lot of 

lessons along its 75 years of existence. One of the sources of the lessons is the outbreak of various 

pandemics such as the most recent and ongoing Coronavirus. The pandemic is one of the biggest 

challenges to attainment the 2030 Agenda and its 17 goals including promoting peace. With the 

agenda’s principle of leaving no one behind, youth have been recognized as very important drivers 

towards the goals to the extent that, the UN system made a special strategy for youth (United 

Nations Youth Strategy- Youth 2030). This paper shows how youth can play part in positive 

peacebuilding from the personal, community, national to the global level as a way of achieving the 

SDGs with only 10 years remaining on the way- the decade of action.  

Even before the United Nations Youth Strategy (Youth 2030), to promote youth as active leaders 

and partners in peace processes, the United Nations, Search for Common Ground, and several non-

governmental organizations launched the Guiding Principles on Young People’s Participation in 

Peacebuilding in 2014
20

. This document offers guidance to key stakeholders on meaningful youth 

engagement in conflict or transition settings. The stakeholders include governments and 
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nonornamental organizations. As for all written in this paper to be a reality, two ingredients are 

essential. Firstly, youth's initiative and commitment to peace and peacebuilding at all levels. 

Secondly, recognition and engagement from the key stakeholders. According to the author of this 

paper, these stakeholders are supposed to enhance youth’s peace-building knowledge and skills, 

build trust between youths, governments and other stakeholders and support youth who are 

positively contributing to their communities’ piece. They should also strengthen monitoring, 

evaluation and learning to measure the impact of those youth’s works. Since most of the 

suggestions in this paper are based on innovation for peace, those stakeholders must contribute to 

building a stable innovation and technology ecosystem. 
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