
1 
 

THE ROLE OF YOUTH IN DEFENDING AND PROMOTING 

PEACE IN THE CONTEXT OF UN +75 AND UN DECADE OF 

ACTION TO DELIVER SDGs BY 2030 TAKING INTO 

ACCOUNT THE COVID 19 PANDEMIC 

I am delighted to be here Pyeongchang City in Korea on behalf of Africa Regional, to talk about 

a subject that, I believe, is at the heart of development: the role of youth in shaping the future  

which is how to defend and promote peace as youth in the context of UN  75 and UN decade of 

Action to deliver the SDGS by 2030 taking into Account Covid 19 Pandemic  

Let’s start by introducing the concept of Youth. Who do we mean by “youth?”  

According to the UN, a youth is an individual between 15 and 25 years old; alternatively, the 

African Youth Charter (2006) considers youth as those between 15 and 35 years old. The term 

youth is not a homogenous category and several other social factors and identities, including culture, 

ethnic origin, disability, gender, position as an ex-combatant, status as a refugee or migrant, role as 

a caregiver of younger siblings, etc. (UNOY Peacebuilders, 2015; Lopes Cardozo et al., 2015), 

shape our understanding of youth 

We agreed to the Sustainable Development Goals – or SDGs. They are the most ambitious 

global agenda ever seen: to promote peace justice and strong institution by 2030. 

Today’s generation of youths is the largest the world has ever known. One in every three people 

alive today is under the age of thirty, and around ninety per cent of young people are living in 

developing countries, mainly Asia and Africa. 

Our challenges are interconnected and can only be addressed through reinvigorated multilateralism. 

As we meet, the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic continues to reverberate around our 

world. In a matter of weeks, the pandemic manifested itself as the largest global challenge in the 

history of the United Nations. It has not only caused death and serious illness, but also global 

economic recession, increased poverty, anxiety and fear. It has put enormous pressure on our 

societies, economies and health systems. While none of us have been left untouched, people in 

vulnerable situations and the most vulnerable countries have been the hardest hit. The COVID-19 

pandemic has reminded us in the most powerful way that we are closely interconnected and only as 

strong as our weakest link. 

 Only by working together and in solidarity can we end the pandemic and effectively tackle its 

consequences. Only together can we build resilience against future pandemics and other global 

challenges. Multilateralism is not an option but a necessity as we build back better for a more equal, 

more resilient, and more sustainable world. Covid-19 is a stark reminder of the need for cooperation 

across borders, sectors, and generations. Our response will determine how fast the world recovers, 

whether we achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, and how well we handle pressing challenges: 

from the climate crisis to pandemics, inequalities, new forms of violence, and rapid changes in 

technology and in our population. Young people are projected to experience disproportionate impacts 

of the COVID-19 crisis. This trend aggravates the interlocked forms of discrimination they already 

face around the world. (Guy Ryder, ILO Director-General). 
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With the COVID-19 pandemic continuing to impact lives and livelihoods, a health crisis has quickly become a human 

and socio-economic crisis, impeding progress towards achieving the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), whilst 

also making their achievement even more urgent and necessary. 

There are only 10 years left to implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. That’s why world leaders, at 

the SDG Summit in September 2019, called for a Decade of Action, pledging to mobilize financing, enhance national 

implementation and strengthen institutions to achieve the Goals by the target date of 2030. 

Moreover, a growing body of evidence suggests that young women and men can and do play active 

roles as agents of positive and constructive change. The recently adopted Security Council 

Resolution 2250 on Youth, Peace and Security marks the formal recognition of the positive role 

young women and men for the maintenance of international peace and security. 

In December 2015, the importance of engaging young women and men in shaping lasting peace was 

recognized by the Security Council in a ground breaking resolution on Youth, Peace and Security. 

Resolution 2250 urges Member States to increase inclusive representation of young people in 

institutions and mechanisms for the prevention and resolution of conflict and for countering violent 

extremism and calls for an increase in political, financial, technical, and logistical support the 

participation of youth in peace efforts and to take account of their needs. 

 

So how do we bring peace as youth? 

1. Any change starts with an individual action and is shaped by our daily behaviour. This 

includes choices about the way we live, behave, produce, consume, and invest. Our 

decisions today can contribute to having over lasting peace and security. Such actions may 

be small on their own: but when hundreds, thousands, or millions of you do them, they 

become huge. Beyond your own choices. Also think about your role in your country’s 

present and tomorrow. And always remember You are ambassador of peace.   

 Clearly, the role of the youth is critical to the attainment of these development goals and 

subsequently the youth will also be largely impacted by the outcome of actions that nations will 

undertake to realize the SDG agenda- after all.  

 

Youth we have a responsibility to foster peaceful, just and inclusive societies which are free from 

fear and violence. There can be no sustainable development without peace and no peace without 

sustainable development. 

 

2. Lets pay a look on  the 16 x 16 Initiative, by UNDP’s Youth Global Programme on Sustainable 

Development and Peace, partners with young leaders of organizations, movements and 

networks in 16 countries who are advancing Sustainable Development Goal 16 (SDG 16).  

The 16 x 16 Initiative recognizes, values and supports the positive role that 16 young women 

and men play as leaders of youth organizations, movements and networks and as agents of 

change and partners in building peaceful, just and inclusive societies at all levels. With the 

objectives of; 

 

a) Recognize and make visible young people’s agency and leadership, through a ‘16x16 global 

campaign’, highlighting the work that 16 youth-led organisations accomplish to advance 

SDG16 

b)  Expand existing and open new channels for youth meaningful participation in SDG 

implementation, monitoring and review, with a focus on SDG16 and related frameworks.  

https://www.youth4peace.info/node/344
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/democratic-governance/Youth-GPS.html
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/democratic-governance/Youth-GPS.html
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-16-peace-justice-and-strong-institutions.html
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c) Enhance capacities and youth-inclusive policy and programming, working collaboratively 

with youth-led organisations. 

 

The 16 x 16 Initiative is supported by the Government of Italy and implemented by UNDP’s Youth 

Global Programme UNDP’s Youth Global Programme on Sustainable Development and Peace, 

supported 16 youth from different countries including Brazil, Venezuela, Malawi, Ghana, Egypt 

and so on to use their skills and expertise to lead initiative so as to adapt their diverse activities and 

respond  the impacts of the Covid 19 pandemic upon themselves and their societies.  

 

Therefore, apart from what youth can do to promote and defend peace even other stakeholders 

including the government, Civil society organisation and individual have a role to play to ensure 

just peace and equitable society.  

 

3. Young people particularly contribute to leaving no one behind, the central principle of the 2030 

Agenda on Sustainable Development. They show the role that young women and men play in 

shaping inclusive responses in crisis situations. Wevyn, as part of the frontline response 

with Mutual Aid Kenya, brings voices of the most vulnerable communities to the government. 

She collects information when delivering relief and aid and has submitted a Memorandum to the 

Senate, with recommendations, based on consultations with 200 people, on how to respond to 

people’s needs and aspirations. Also A lady called Alice analysed the government’s COVID-19 

response, in her capacity as rapporteur to the CSO Working Group on SDGs, and contributed to 

formulating proposals for leaving no one behind in Togo. 

 

For example I together with my fellow youth from different countries such Tanzania, 

Kenya ,Ethiopia, Rwanda , Middle East and so forth  with support from Digital Opportunity Trust  

International (DOT) through their Covid 19 Response programme called DOT YOUTH STREET 

TEAM  I was able to conduct a outreach door to door to women in Tanzania household  to raise 

awareness and sensitize the community on Gender Based Violence since during the staying at home 

and restriction of movement as a measure to respond Covid there was a rapid increase of gender 

based violence  cases.  

4. The current pandemic is a defining cultural and political moment for today’s generation of 

youth. Many are leading their communities’ response to COVID-19. Indeed, young people are 

often at the front lines of responses in times of conflict and crisis. From feeding the poor and 

marginalized to using dance to manage psychosocial stress and trauma, young people are 

implementing conflict-sensitive and innovative solutions to an unprecedented crisis. Despite 

their efforts, many young people are still excluded from civic, economic, and political decision-

making processes, despite making up to 70% of the population of conflict-affected areas.  

The pandemic will likely further reduce young people’s access to many basic services and 

opportunities, such as healthcare, livelihoods, education, and more, compounding the structural 

and psychological “violence of exclusion” many youth already experience in conflict-affected 

contexts. Continued exclusion will hinder youth from having a bigger impact in supporting 

resilience and recovery from the current pandemic.  

5. Across the world, we are witnessing young people respond to the pandemic in innovative and 

conflict-sensitive ways. In South Sudan, Search is supporting radio programs like Youth Talk 

(Lugara Shabab) that examine COVID-19 from a youth perspective, including impacts on 

access to education, friends, and social protection. To make sure that those without access to a 

radio can listen, programs will be/are being broadcast from speakers mounted on moto-taxis 

touring strategic locations in the capital, Juba. Amidst a vicious civil war in Mali, 12 Malamine 

Sare, a high-school student passionate about theater, is combining his passion for media and 

community-building to produce videos that raise awareness about the virus in his community.  

https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/democratic-governance/Youth-GPS.html
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals.html
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals.html
https://mutual-aidkenya.site/home/#about
https://mutual-aidkenya.site/reports/
https://togomedia24.com/2020/04/07/covid-19-les-propositions-du-gt-osc-odd-pour-une-lutte-efficace/
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6. Youth are harnessing the potential of ICT to promote social change during Covid 19 Pandemic. 

In the Central African Republic, Search collaborates with the Ministry of Information and with 

online youth influencers to counter hate speech and promote messages of tolerance, thus 

contributing to peace in communities. Now, with physical distancing orders in place, young 

people will increasingly turn to digital tools to sustain and grow their roles as bridge-builders, 

mediators, and peacebuilders. On Earth Day, young activists from around the world ran protests 

and public-awareness campaigns entirely online while exchanging perspectives on how climate 

change affected them. Young people have also been pioneering in creating materials to support 

and engage people with disabilities and those who do not have access to the internet. These 

technologies thus create new opportunities to connect people for dialogue across dividing lines 

and to amplify the voices of young changemakers. 

 

7. Youth we can do advocacy and lobbying to challenge the status quo to ensure  the national 

curriculum and target policies are revised to address unequal access to education, promote 

tolerance, self-awareness, self-confidence specifically in girls, and provide relevant and context 

specific skills and knowledge, then there will be an increased contribution by the formal and 

non-formal education system to the reduction of violence and promote peace in their respective 

countries.  

8. Youth they can utilize Media to ensure peace is attained. young people can engage them selves 

in media production and broadcast provides them with a platform for collaboration, which can 

help lead to critical thinking and the development of practical solutions to their problems and 

concerns. Young people should seek opportunity to voice their input on key issues in their lives, 

they will emerge as confident and capable leaders connected to their community who wish to 

resolve their problems through existing, non-violent structures. 

Today, the ability of youth around the world to access and share information is unprecedented. 

Youth consume and participate in more digital information and electronic media than any other 

demographic group. Nearly everyone is exposed to some form of multi-media, such as the internet, 

radio, mobile phone, television, or online social networking – and access and use is increasing in 

conflict-affected countries. SubSaharan Africa has seen a proliferation of mobile phone ownership, 

with texting, photos, and video as the most popular activities. 

Globally, youth are seeing their electronic world shift with visual, rather than written, 

communication becoming more dominant. While the role of media in inciting violence has been 

documented, its potential for peacebuilding continues to grow. Media offer youth opportunities to 

overcome exclusion and marginalization and build knowledge, tools, and relationships that help 

them understand their context, express and empower themselves, engage their community, and 

become agents of political change. The pace of youth innovation in media applications to 

peacebuilding has accelerated with new technological developments. 

 

9. Youth as invaluable participants of our future Investing in youth is also an investment in our 

future. Youth can be a positive force for development when the knowledge and opportunities 

they need to thrive are given. Likewise, young people can create a dynamic force of political 

change and social transformation when they are included in decision-making processes.  

     If we fail to realize the potential of youth, the entire society loses out greatly.  

 

Therefore, it is particularly important to engage with youth and empower them in our Endeavor for 

a more peace and to make this happen, we should eliminate barriers to youth's political participation, 

such as prejudicial sociocultural practices, is an ongoing challenge in the Asia-Pacific region. 
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In particular, we must work towards inclusive youth participation and leadership, while focusing on 

the marginalized groups of youth, such as young women, youth with disabilities, indigenous youth, 

or migrant youth. Another challenge among youth in East and North-East Asia is the distrust of the 

political process and low voter turnout. To address this challenge, structures, and mechanisms such 

as youth advisory groups or youth networks for positive civic engagement can be created to 

advance youth participation. In addition, efforts of civic engagement initiated by youth who lead 

protest for social change and mobilizing others through social media must be encouraged and 

supported effectively.  

For us to maintain and promote peace in our nations I recommend the following to be done; 

Governments, multilateral actors, individuals, and civil society organization should; 

1. Recognise the force of youth peacebuilders as agents of conflict transformation and 

peacebuilding and foster meaningful youth participation in peacebuilding processes through 

effective policies and programmes. This involves engaging youth constituencies in defining 

country strategies and peacebuilding processes that are reflective of their needs and aspirations.  

2. To Ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory, and representative decision-making at all levels 

we should engage youth in decision making bodies including high level peace building 

committee. On this we have a number of reasons why we should engage young people in 

decision making.   

a) At a community level, some studies suggest that “strong communities” and young people’s 

involvement in associations can build their social capital and sense of belonging and 

empowerment and as well as act as an important deterrent to engagement in violence. This 

suggests that investment in well-designed voluntary and civil engagement programmes is 

important.  

b) At an individual level, protective factors can include traits such as resourcefulness, 

intellectual curiosity, flexibility around emotional experiences, sense of purpose and agency, 

as well as a need and ability to help others. In addition, there is growing evidence that skills 

building approaches, including through early childhood development, can have an effect on 

how young people manage tensions and conflict or recover from trauma – including 

building emotional intelligence, listening and communication skills, conflict management 

skills and cognitive restructuring. For example, a number of recent HIV and gender-based 

violence prevention programmes have successfully used small group participatory learning 

and critical reflection techniques to shift the knowledge and behaviours of young men and 

women. 

This suggests that life skills programmes, anti-violence curricula and therapeutic 

interventions can play an important role, although there is a need to consider how to target 

such programmes given their resource intensiveness. 

 

3. Youth (both young men and young women) must be seen as national and community assets in 

peacebuilding. From this perspective, empowering youth to take up constructive and exemplary 

roles in situations of conflict and violence can bear crucial results for social cohesion. Youth 

leadership is an explicit process of youth development that focuses on the individual and 

developing a young person’s personal skills (such as self-awareness, self-esteem, confidence, 

motivation) and social skills (including building relationships, working in groups, and 

organizational capacities) to guide, direct or influence others and serve as a role model. Not 

only is youth leadership important in the short-term, but leadership in adolescence and “youth-

hood” helps shape the future leadership path of youth, and influence the cohesion and resilience 

of their families, community, and country.  
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Probably you might ask yourself why all this effort, but the reason is  

1. Youth organizations and associations vary greatly in mission, scope, size, and structure. 

Ideally, they are led by youth and staffed by youth, and involve both learning and action 

simultaneously. Some are led by adults and involve youth. They offer safe spaces where 

youth feel they belong, identify with one another, and share understandings of and address 

common challenges. They can take the form of associations with memberships of multiple 

youth organizations, mobilizing thousands of supporters and volunteers and across countries 

and around the globe along a range of issues of shared concern. 

2.  However, as can be the case with any civil society organization, youth organizations face 

challenges in management, scale, and sustainability and require specific support. 

Importantly, youth organizations and associations operate on the premise that young people 

are capable of taking leadership to transform their lives and communities – that youth are 

assets and should be empowered as full participants in society and are not only threats or 

victims needing protection. 

3. Youth organizations and associations offer authentic youth leadership roles, which is distinct 

from adult organizations and structures that merely allow youth involvement. And as violent 

conflict breaks down the social fabric of communities, youth organizations can play a vital 

role as they are often closely connected to their communities, they engage marginalized 

youth, fulfil youth’s need for safe, supportive, positive relationships and enhance the 

peacebuilding agency of youth.  

 

4. Dear audience I’m posing this question to you, do we have a Youth Centres and Clubs that talk 

about peace and security in our nations. Probably yes but in most cases, there are very few 

centres and at some place no centre at all.  But One thing I want to let you know is a youth 

centre or a youth club can be one of the most important locations for safe learning and action for 

youth in conflict settings. Youth centres are often the most local arm of national youth policy 

implementation. Often, youth centres are little more than spaces that are not actively managed, 

or they can subject to control by political actors. But, when planned and managed by youth, 

supported by their communities, and guided by principles or a code of conduct, youth centres 

can become relevant, effective, and sustainable initiatives. For maximum impact, youth centres 

should not merely be a leisure space, but an intervention into the lives of youth. 

The programmes associated with a youth centre may vary from nonformal education and youth 

work to peacebuilding peer groups, livelihoods, and sports activities. Youth centres can play 

significant roles in fostering social cohesion and inclusivity by reaching out to marginalized youth. 

These youth are the most at risk of violence and exploitation, including recruitment of organized 

social groups often aligned around a destructive goal. Youth centres with democratic, “open door” 

policies have shown to attract more young people and attain their trust better. Programmes in 

support of marginalized youth address the range of risks they face and can step in where formal 

government services do not reach. Actively supporting the engagement of both young women and 

young men in youth centers is essential, including through specific outreach strategies and 

sensitizing communities and families so that girls are allowed to access the centres. 

5. Support greater funding for youth groups and youth-led initiatives at local levels, for example 

through supporting youth peacebuilder networks and fostering local youth leadership. This 

should include flexible funding structures needed to build organisational sustainability at local 

levels. 
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6. Adapt to new ways of participation and new youth leadership models. This paradigm shift 

involves an awareness of youth-friendly mechanisms and tools such as youth MP quotas, youth 

advisory councils, dedicated youth programmes, and social media to stimulate their full 

contribution in social and political matters. 

7. Support the establishment of intergenerational councils to discuss challenges related to youth 

inclusion in peacebuilding. These councils would provide permanent platforms for 

intergenerational participation in the policymaking process and should be composed of elders, 

political leaders, policymakers, and youth representatives from all backgrounds—especially 

those most affected by conflict. 
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