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Abstract: 

Radicalization is a process initiated from the ideas and teachings that stem from individual stages. 

Hence, the early detection effort in deradicalization by involving women can run effectively, 

regarding the fact that women play a vital role in the family, particularly in shaping the character of 

children. Unfortunately, the role of women in preventing, or actually in promoting and participating, 

terrorism and political violence seems to be neglected.this essay reveal that the role of women in the 

deradicalization can be done in a number of strategies, although not restricted, such as reduction of 

gender inequality and disparity, giving women a greater role to participate in a multi-field of social 

realm, strengthening the well-being to prevent radicalization, making women as leaders who hold  

moderate and tolerant values in education, especially within, though not limited, the family 

environment, and initiating peace through women’s reproductive functions.  
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Radicalization and Terrorism 

Violent radicalism is a system adoption process beliefs that promote acts of violence. If viewed 

from broadly, radicalization can take the form of emphasizing understanding on society change 

(Tinka Veldhuis dan Jørgen Staun 2009). Many studies explain a complex factor or condition as a 

cause radicalization including economic conditions, relative deprivation, failure country, western 

colonialism, western occupation in modern times, support for oppresive regimes, identity issues, 

social cohesion and solidarity, politics and socio-economic integration, humiliation, as well global 

transfer of ideology, theology, images and narratives of violence and psychological factor. 

Radicalization is the process of adopting an extreme belief system including the desire to use, 

support, and facilitate violence. When we’re talking about terrorism we must first define what 

terrorism is, why a terrorist incident occurred and various other of questions. Terrorism can be 

defined as acts of violence or threats of violence that result in mass destruction, death and fear. 

Terrorism is carried out with the aim of imposing the will of those who are considered opponents of 

terrorist groups so that their interest are recognized. Through this definition of terrorism, the most 

important element in terrorism is acts of violence that cause mass destruction, death, fear, 

uncertainty and despair. The targets of the acts of terrorism commited by the perpretrators are 

random targets which actually have no direct relationship with the perpretrators. This is because the 

motivation of the perpetrators cannot be focused solely on political interest but also non-pilitical 

interest such as religious beliefs and ideological beliefs are the background for acts of terrorism. Act 

of terrorism are closely related to culvitating radical ideologies or beliefs, or what we might call 

radicalization efforts. In his research on radicalization, Charles E Allen in Angel rabassa states that 

“the term radicalization is defined as the process of adopting an extremist belief system, including 

the willingness to use, support, or facilitate violence, as a method to effect societal change” 

(Mahmood 2002). 

 

  In addition, there were not many previous studies pay attention to the reality of gender, 

especially the role of women in preventing or even promoting and participating in terrorism and 

political violence (Report 2013). More details, despite the facts about social states that Indonesian 

women play a role vital in the domestic and public sphere and seen as more effective in 

deradicalization (Mahmood 2002). However, in particular the study of the relationship between 

women in deradicalization has not received much attention. Whereas empirical research in the study 
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of gender and radicalization found that gender played an important role in support of both 

radicalization and deradicalization. Other studies have attempted to explore triggers that mingles 

with self-motivation to explain why women become suicide bombers. Violence by women are 

considered as deviant and behaviour beyond limits reasonableness due to feminine labelitation that 

understates roles women in deradicalization. This departs from historical assumptions that terrorism 

as part of culture of war, militarism, militancy and violence, are primarily domination and exclusive 

male domain (Report 2013). 

There are several factors that support radicalization, there a is the occurrence of poverty which 

causes a lack of resources to maintain a group’s diet, lifestyle, activities or facilities as well as a 

search for self-identity and divinity. In research conducted by Wiktorowicz, the radicalization 

process experienced several stages. The first is cognitive opening, which is the stage where a person 

opens himself up to new ideas and world that are considered correct, thus leaving his old views. The 

second stage is religious seeking, which is the stage where a person looks for religious meaning, at 

this stage humans are easily infiltrated by radicalism, radical group that have high credibility will 

influence those who are vulnerable to radicalism, then the framing stage where the preachers will 

attract individuals with agitation techniques and religious propotions to convience members, then 

after that is the socialization stage which is the stage where individuals begin to receive religious 

instruction that supports the indoctrination process, builds and exclusive identity, and changes in 

belief values. The next stage is the last stage which internalization at this stage the individual 

believes his ideology is the most correct understanding and they are ready to join forces to carry out 

acts of terrorist (Tinka Veldhuis dan Jørgen Staun 2009). 

 

Radicalism and Gender Inequality 

Gender in historical-political sexuality term viewed as a reflection of purity and transcendent 

dimension of humans life, especially in Eastern societies. On the other hand, religion is discursive 

system in the beliefs and practices that offers moral order structure, cultural meaning and 

motivational goals individually or collectively through the exploration of transcendent symbols and 

spiritual communication with supernatural, supremative reality. Religion is full of major concepts 

including gender relations, ideal societies and family construction, so that’s why gender plays role 

which very important in religion. The main challenge of religion in this time is social change 

accompanied by change a radical view of gender relations and roles. Principle gender equality in 

modern times manifested in proposition that women and men are created equal a global self-evident 

truth (Parvanova 2012). 

Historically, the role of women has received little attention and never became mainstream in 

development religion. In this modern era where gender roles are changing, conceptions and 

religious applications require the role of women. In the context of radicalization of religious 

understanding, recognition pf the principle of gender equality must encourage the institualization of 

roles in practice to determine the cultural dimension, socio political and religious use by extremists 

(Ronald Inglehart dan Pippa Norris 2003). In addition, gender equality in values, status and access 

to resources and power are essential in resisting influence radicalization for youth and women in 

general. It is imperative to exploit this gap in deradicalization in terms of several aspects: 

First, women are the ones who are made as victims of extremism that have no place for 

women’s opinion or recognition of their free will. In a sense, potential women’s compliance is used 

as a basis to pressure them to engage in radicalization, be it violent or non-violence. On the other 

hand, religious text are nuanced patriarchal that domesticates women, is understood narrowly as a 

prohibition againts women from contributing to the social sector. The assumption of women’s 

physical, mental and spiritual weakness is wrong making them the subject of submission to their 

husband, of deprivation power and self-control and patriarchal culture has represent the ideal 

woman as the perfect wife silent and wholeheartedly obedient to the husband without citicism for 

produce a harmonius family. 
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Second, women have a complex role in engage of supporting and encouraging religious 

violence. The research of Van de Linde and Van der Duin emphasizes its importance the role of 

women in violence extremist. The rationalization is that women are potentially involved in terrorist 

radicalization and their involment in acts of terrorism tends to be ignored. In terms of women’s 

participation in being involved and in acts of extremism there is an increase in the direct 

involvement of women in actions spesifically such as being bombers (suicide bombers) (Duin 1558). 

Moreover, elimination and marginalization stereotypes are also directly proportional to dare 

radicalization, for example is to emphasize the maternal role of women in the formation 

counter-terrorism narratives. 

Third, the domestification and exclusion of women in life public and religious text production 

enables them to become actively receiving teaching materials that could be exploited for supporting 

terrorism. Radicalization of women as victims and perpetrators not only come from radical practices, 

but also can come from subordinate-discriminatory religious texts girls. The principle of male 

exclusivity (male-centric) in production and intrepretations of religious texts can ultimately make 

women are only the object of control from the religious knowledge and their role in producing 

gender-equal narratives to be neglected. 

In IPAC research, they are divides the role of women in acts of terrorism in Indonesia, that’s 

managing online conversation forums, raising funds, recruiting members and becoming a partner 

for the bombing perpetrators based on Hizbut Tahrir Indonesia, Mujahidin Indonesia Timur groups 

and Boko Haram groups. The director of Rumah Kita Bersama Foundation, Lies Marcoes explained 

that there are two factors behind women’s interest in acts of terrorism in Indonesia. First, that 

women agree and believe in the idea of khilafah. The khilafah as a system that is in accordance with 

islamic law and in response to various socio-economic gaps. The joining of women to terrorist 

groups is a form of their awareness of issue of injustice inequality and disappointment over 

economic disparaties. They believe that all their anxieties can be resolved by means of violence, 

namely terrorism. Second, a patriarchal culture rooted in the conservative Muslim tradition which 

always places women in second place after men. According to them, radical groups can 

accommodate what they want and involve women in actors of terror. This is what they believe to be 

a form of ‘equality’ which they get so that their position is equal to that men who dare to fight 

‘Jihad’ in the way of religion (Team 2017). 

In the context of radicalization and gender, Indonesian feminsm respond creatively to 

restrictive regulations and discriminatory practices which subordinate women. This makes women 

vulnerable just become victims of radicalization. Knowledge based profesional and independent 

reinterpretation of legal sources Islam and methodology derived from social realities and gender 

studies, Indonesian feminism provides that tool comprehensive to promote women in space public. 

Combined with civil society activism, feminis represents a desisif phenomenon in business increase 

women’s representation at the public level and government. The Important point on the case of 

Indonesia is that gender equality in Indonesia has been suddiciently implemented, deeply in terms 

of economis opportunity, education system, internal bargaining power family, political participation, 

even military and law enforcement (Parvanova 2012). 

 

The Urgency of Involving Women in Deradicalization 

The urgency of involving women in deradicalization through education is the fact that 

radicalization starts from radical ideas through education as the main and basic element in forming 

radicalization ideas. In addition, Indonesian women have historically been recognized as receiving 

the same rights and freedoms as men. So that the involvement of Indonesian women in all policies 

and improvement of public and state conditions can be justified culturally and socially, because 

radicalization can take the form of non-violence. A non-violent approach in which the mainstream 

society still identifies tenderness and feminity is more owned by women will be more appropriate 

and effective in deradicalization. The reason for using a social and psychological approach in 
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involving women in deradicalization are viewed from the gender aspect, especially in Indonesia. 

The inclusion of women in the public sphere and in the production of reintrepetation of religious 

texts in making women active in fighting radical ideology. With a range of roles play by women 

from the domestic to the public sphere, the role of women in deradicalization will be very 

prominent, including from the early stages in the form of anticipating and preventing the 

radicalization process. Strengthening women which is a major issue in the struggle of Indonesian 

women organization is intimately connected with the methods and strategies of women activist in 

deconstructing gender relation and revising gender hierarchies in Indonesian society. The 

strengthening of women depends on their independence in the political, social and economic 

spheres and on self-determination as well as their active participation in the political and public 

sphere. The marginal life of women does not only depend on established gender hierarchies, 

discriminatory attitudes and predispositions that are not only related to socio-political conditions 

and economic systems, but also within their own surroundings, such as family and local 

communities. 

 

Radicalization is a process that is initiated from ideas and teachings that start from the 

individual stage. In this context, early detection of radicalization by involving women can be 

effective. This is based on fact that women played a vital role in the family, particularly in shaping 

the character of children. Women also offer different perspective in solving problems. They often 

have a gentler approach than men. Although in gender studies, the perspective of feminity is kore 

direct on the justification for a patriarchal culture that prioritizes men’s physical strength and their 

low capacity for feelings (negative masculinity) as well as recognition of women’s physical 

limitations and the strength of their feelings (positive feminity) (Amar 2011). However, in 

deradicalization that opposes violence, this view of negative feminity can be used especially since 

women are seen as offering a softer approach as a complement or even to complete the actions take 

by men. Women have a significant role in counterterrorism, particularly in deradicalization projects. 

The involvement women in counterterrorism such as experience in Morocco, Bangladesh, and 

Pakistan has been positive. Deradicalization of violence and extremism requires intervening at 

every stage of the radicalization spectrum from measuring the use of force to proactive development 

investment to meet societal socio-economic demands, to counter extremist ideologies and 

rehabilitate individual involved in radicalization (Horgan, John dan Braddock 2010). 

Counter-radicalization operations require the active involvement of local communities to maintain 

the credibility of the government and trust by always cooperating. Religious communities need to 

be involved in anti-terrorism campaigns in various forums. Likewise, the involvement of women is 

very important because of them have the ability to prevent in the early detection stage of 

radicalization. The strategy of involving women in counterterrorism in Indonesia can be classified 

as a soft power approach that involves the participation of various stakeholders and cooperation 

between agencies such as the government, formal education, communities and religious groups in 

fighting terrorism (Wulan 2010). Indonesia implements programs traditional military 

counterterrorism strategies, which are promoted in a subtle and ad hoc manner, and initiatives not to 

undertake a police-based deradicalization process in response to terrorist activity. A similiar 

approach globally is being undertaken by the United States in countering radicalization by focusing 

on alienation among marginalized groups, enhacing civil-military relations and increasing 

educational and vocational opportunities. Formal education plays a significant role in 

counterterrorism. A national strategy that should focus on curriculum revisions that advocate for 

extremism and violence. For that, education that is carried out intensively, integrated and early, and 

extensification of religious education is needed to prevent radicalization and terrorist, violence and 

extremism. This is based on the fact that education, especially religious education and its teachings 

is the main source of the emergence of radical thoughts, so that making moderate religious 

education a counter-terrorism tool can reduce radical thinking to its roots. Consequently, as long as 
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Muslim societies fail to create state-owned educational institutions and indead that are attractive 

and not only normative to their citizens, there will always be room for influence for radical 

movements to create global alliances and legitimize (Taylor 2013). 

Claim to be the leader of Muslims by using educational institutions to stabilize the system. 

Indonesian women can be involved in creating a national strategy by consolidating the ideas and 

efforts of womens organizations and movements in the production of ideas and actions 

counterterrorism. Indonesian women can be involved in community-based counterterrorism 

programs such as invarious forums and Indonesia women’s association from the village level to big 

cities. They are a powerful weapon as counterterrorism agents by creating community-based 

strategies. Indonesia women can be used as a means to increase safety and early detection with 

community based programming through brand attention to the media and other campaign vehicles. 

First, reducing gender inequality and giving women bigger role to participate in multi social 

fields. Reducing support for radicalization is the ultimate effort against the threat of terrorism and 

its parents, namely the ideology of extremism. Strengthening non-violent messages and an 

important step towards building strong community defenses. Implementation furthermore, policies 

to promote gender equality and the elimination of gender discrimination can create an environment 

that encourages reduced support for ideology extremist. 

Second, strengthening, multi-sectoral welfare (well-being) in order to prevent radicalization. 

Welfare in the family sphere is heavily borne by the role of women. Engagement women can be 

implemented in multi sectors of life such as economic strengthening, family education, religion, law 

enforcement, and community-based information as well as early detection, because of the roots 

terrorism is personal alienation and inferiority complex such as poverty, so economic development 

is a necessity. There is a positive relationship between the success of deradicalization through 

economic development based on education and gender equality. 

Third, to make women as the forefront of moderate education, especially starting although not 

limited from family environment. Morocco is carrying out counterterrorism based moderate 

education to counter the spread of radicalization. In order to create moderate religious groups, the 

government trains and educate women to facilitate more education moderate in religious 

understanding. These trained women are employeding communities, mosques and religious 

teaching in the City of Rabat and Casablanca. In Pakistan, one of the most vulnerable countries in 

the worlds in terms of the threat of radicalization, several women’s organizations are actively 

promoting agendas for women’s autonomy. The political agenda is carried out by understanding the 

position of the female subject as religious political activist which is carried out by deconstructing 

classical religious texts that are gender biased. This is because religious text are the main inspiration 

for radicalization, which are prone to using women as victims or even perpetrators. 

Fourth, initiating peace through the reproductive role of women. For example this is in Liberia 

where women also have a very valuable role in the peace process. For example, the efforts of the 

Liberian Peace Movement lead by Leymah Gbowee, Led the campaign to mobilize thousands of 

women protest. Liberian civil war by running silent actions and refusing sexual relations with 

husbands. This movement has contributed to ending the civil war in 2003. meanwhile, in Nigeria 

most of the radical actors in Nigeria are followers or sympathizers who are motivated primarily by 

the rigors of economic competition. Many of the terrorist do not get formal education and job 

opportunities. In such cases, the elimination of radicalization must start from eradicating poverty 

and unployment. In this case, the government and civil society must concetrate the drivers of this 

radicalization. Commitment to drastic reduction of poverty and underdevelopment can be 

demostrated by education and increased welfare general. Strengthening citizens to acquire 

vocational education and expertise requires active and functional members. 
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