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Before reading this essay, kindly please read this instruction below, 

“Dear readers. Welcome to a City of Peace and Human Rights. For your safety and comfort, 

please remain your perspective right after we arrived at this city.  We would like to remain you, this 

city is an inclusive city, where women are equal. And young people have the same opportunity to 

get involved and speak up for their rights. Please check your surroundings, to remind you that you 

may have forgotten the applicable rules. If you need assistance, please convey it to the local people 

who live there. Because they will take the time to help explain it for you. Thank You.” 

 

This piece of instruction is actually reflection on how a city and moreover the state can ensure safe 

spaces for women, involve youth and apply the principle of no one left behind and inclusiveness as 

the basic principle of creating real peace. We may reflect definition of peace in the very narrow 

sense such “freedom from war”. Indeed, we cannot deny the United Nation (UN) was founded in 

1945 after the Second World War. Around 51 countries committed to maintaining international 

peace and security, and promoting social progress, better living standards and human rights1 where 

everyone has the right to live and feel safe. However, it is necessary to understand that word of 

‘peace’ listed in the Cambridge dictionary defines a broader meaning. Peace means "freedom for 

war and violence"
2
. Violence here can be interpreted to the right not to be hurt and to get guarantees 

and protection against acts of violence from the state.  

 

Talking about the violence, I have concerned about daily problems that we might found. Problems 

that nowadays facing young girl generation, it is woman violation. In term of Pandemic COVID-19, 

I found out my country challenge this kind of problem, but only a handful of people (especially 

young generation) aware about this problem. Woman still categorized as minority and vulnerable 

group because the social structure has put women in the subordinated position from the begin. We 

can directly find out increasing number of domestic abuse and violation reports in the first month of 

home-quarantining for the COVID-19 outbreak. The Jakarta Legal Aid Foundation of the 

Indonesian Women Association for Justice (LBH Apik) said it recorded 59 cases of domestic 

violence, rape, sexual assault and online pornography from March 16 to 30. Moreover, in 2019 the 

United Nations documented around 2,838 cases of conflict-related sexual violence, of which 96 per 

cent targeted women and girls.3 Figured out this kind of situation, then I was questioning. Are we 

living on the nineteenth century where women still consider women to be unequal to men and are 

entitled to discriminatory treatment?  
 

If we want to talk about peace, definitely violation is a small part of it, where woman violence is a 

directly related to peace. This high number of woman violation cannot be taken lightly. Pandemic 

conditions like this have actually put women (especially young women) in the most difficult 

situation. However, the condition of violence against women which has actually increased in the 

midst of a pandemic situation can actually represent that the condition of women is still being 

                                                           
1 https://www.un.org/un70/en/content/history/index.html  
2 Cambridge English Dictionary, 2nd ed. (Cambridge University Press, 2003) 
3 United Nations Security Council (2020). Report of the Secretary-General on conflict-related sexual violence (S/2020/487): 70 

https://www.un.org/un70/en/content/history/index.html
https://undocs.org/en/S/2020/487
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threatened. Not to mention the various technical obstacles to advocating cases of violence against 

women in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic, providing safe houses that require higher costs.  

This statement is in line with report of the United Nations Organization for Women (UN Women) 

that said the number of violence against women tends to increase during a pandemic. This situation 

is causing increasing security, health, and money tension and results from narrow and limited living 

conditions. The National Women’s Commission (Komnas Perempuan) said that the root problem of 

domestic violence is the unequal power relations between men and women, where women are under 

men. In Indonesia, which is still thick with a patriarchal culture, men generally have control and 

power over other family members. Therefore, attention to encouraging youth movements in 

promoting the elimination of violence against women is an important issue to be advocated together 

Unleashing the potential of girls and young women is an effective pathway to make societies more 

inclusive and reducing violence in communities.
4
  

 

LINKAGE PEACE AND GENDER INEQUALITY 

 

Talking about violence against women, it cannot be separated from the discussion of Goal 5 SDGs 

which clearly states Gender Equality. Gender equality is a fundamental human right and a 

necessary foundation for a peaceful, prosperous and sustainable world.
.5

 Since its creation 70 

years ago, the UN has achieved important results in advancing gender equality, from the 

establishment of the Commission on the Status of Women - the main global intergovernmental 

body exclusively dedicated to the promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of women - 

through the adoption of various landmark agreements such as the Convention on the Elimination of 

All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the Beijing Declaration and Platform 

for Action. Gender inequalities are still deep-rooted in every society. With the aim of better 

addressing these challenges and to identify a single recognized driver to lead and coordinate UN 

activities on gender equality issues, UN Women was established in 2010. UN Women works for the 

elimination of discrimination against women and girls, empowerment of women, and achievement 

of equality between women and men as partners and beneficiaries of development, human rights, 

humanitarian action and peace and security. The vital role of women and the need for their full and 

equal participation and leadership in all areas of sustainable development was reaffirmed in the 

Future We Want (paragraph 236-244), as well as in the Open Working Group Proposal for 

Sustainable Development Goals. Open Working Group Proposal for Sustainable Development 

Goals. The proposed Sustainable Development Goal 5 addresses this and reads "Achieve gender 

equality and empower all women and girls". The United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP) also has ordered to mainstreaming gender equality across all of SDGs work.
6
   

 

The end of World War II signaled the demise of European colonialism in Southeast Asia. 

Theoretically, the independent states that emerged over the next 15 years were committed to gender 

equality, but this has rarely been translated into reality. In recent years the number of women 

holding public office has increased, especially in local government, but only in the Philippines has 

female representation in national government risen above 10 per cent.  When women do manage to 

enter the political arena, they often find themselves marginalized in a male-dominated culture, with 

real power remaining in men’s hands. The few individuals who have attained the highest political 

offices (such as President in the Philippines and Indonesia) have done so because they are the 

daughter or wife of a famous man. They have not become of woman’s issue, for this would risk 

alienating their mail colleagues or the male electorate. We know this kind of situation as a 

patriarchal culture. According to Walby (1989:213-220), patriarchy is a system that placed men in a 

                                                           
4 UNDP: Youth GPS 2016-2020. Youth Global Programme for Sustainable Development and Peace 
5 https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/2030-agenda-for-sustainable-development/people/gender-equality.html  
6 Ibid. 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=400&nr=1579&menu=1300
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=400&nr=1579&menu=1300
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/2030-agenda-for-sustainable-development/people/gender-equality.html
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dominant position, to oppress and exploit women.  This kind of culture basically known over the 

country, especially Indonesia. Women and young women still face structural discrimination due to 

the patriarchal nature of most societies. 

 

Number of studies have found a strong correlation between levels of conflict and gender inequality, 

but the nature of this relationship is not always clear. Does violence fuel gender inequality, or 

gender inequality fuel violence, or both? In some cases, women advance their strategic interests 

during times of conflict, but this is often followed by the restoration of more unequal gender roles 

afterwards. In many of the countries that have experienced revolutions during the Arab spring, 

increased opportunities for women's political activism have been coupled with a violent 

backlash against women trying to claim their rights.  

 

Conflict and violence have been the most important factors obstructing progress on the MDGs. In 

2008, the eight African countries with the highest maternal mortality ratios were experiencing or 

emerging from conflict. As well as causing death, injury and displacement, conflict destroys 

infrastructure, disrupts markets and social ties, diminishes the capacity of states, and diverts vital 

resources away from development. The UN secretary-general, Ban Ki-moon, recently 

observed
7
 that countries experiencing conflict and fragility face most difficulty in achieving the 

MDGs for women and girls because violence reduces their access to healthcare and welfare services, 

economic opportunities and political participation. Whether gender inequality has an impact on 

conflict is harder to determine, but there is strong evidence that the gender norms that underpin 

inequality can drive conflict and violence, particularly when cultural notions of masculinity are 

associated with domination and control.
8
 While in other hand, gender and peace are closely linked: 

peace is vital to promote gender equality, while gender inequality can also undermine peace and 

drive conflict and violence. This is one of the key messages in a new briefing, Gender, violence and 

peace: a post-2015 development agenda, published by Conciliation Resources and Saferworld. 

Creating a world of gender equality and gender justice means building collective power rather than 

dominating power. It means creating a world where people and planet can flourish – regardless of 

age, race, gender, class, ethnicity, ability, or sexual orientation and gender identity.
9
 

 
In Indonesian cases, woman actually plays an important role. As wives, women can persuade their 

husbands not to engage in the conflict and as mothers, women can educate the children not to have 

prejudice for other religion. This stated was coming in an interview with from Brigitta Renyaan in 

Ambon on August 2009, while Indonesia (specifically Ambon Province facing inter-religious 

conflict known as Maluku Conflict). But unfortunately, woman have had very little involvement in 

talks at the peace table and the existence of women is still hampered by the patriarchal cultural 

perspective inherent and systematically adopted in the New Order government system in Indonesia 

at that time. Another example related to gender inequality, Women in Papua experience this matters 

in many ways as a result of the confluence of cultural traditions. Cause of predominantly patriarchal 

society many Papuan women are excluded from leadership roles.
10  

 

 

 

 

                                                           
7 https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.6/2014/3  
8 Gender Equality and peace are linked the post 2015 agenda should reflect it. Retrieved from https://www.theguardian.com/global-

development/poverty-matters/2014/mar/03/equality-peace-millennium-development-goals-2015-agenda  
9 Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom. Does Gender Equality Lead To peace? Fact sheet building on the Global 

Study on 1325. Retrieved from https://www.peacewomen.org/sites/default/files/Fact%20Sheet%20Gender%20Equality.pdf  
10  Budiardjo, Carmel, “Papuan women victims of discrimination and abuse”, Tapol, (2009) Available at 

http://tapol.gn.apc.org/statements/Carmel%20Budiardjo%20Liberation%20article.pdf  

http://economicsandpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/Structures-of-Peace.pdf
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=8930636
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jul/09/sexual-violence-egypt-target-woman
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jul/09/sexual-violence-egypt-target-woman
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.6/2014/3
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.6/2014/3
http://www.saferworld.org.uk/resources/view-resource/787
http://www.saferworld.org.uk/resources/view-resource/787
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.6/2014/3
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/poverty-matters/2014/mar/03/equality-peace-millennium-development-goals-2015-agenda
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/poverty-matters/2014/mar/03/equality-peace-millennium-development-goals-2015-agenda
https://www.peacewomen.org/sites/default/files/Fact%20Sheet%20Gender%20Equality.pdf
http://tapol.gn.apc.org/statements/Carmel%20Budiardjo%20Liberation%20article.pdf
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But before we move forward into another action, we have to looked into access of education. 

Because basically, education is one of the important things for us to foster the understanding and 

help to dismantling gender inequality that shapes the mindsets of men and women. We need more 

quality institutions, schools and universities. Moreover, it is also essential to design an effective 

curriculum that can teaches students about gender equality from a very early age. We also play an 

important role as a young generation (whether as a student in school, work place, etc.) to rise up the 

perspective on gender equality.  

In Indonesia itself, as in the case previously mentioned, the COVID-19 pandemic increases the 

vulnerability of young women who are at home to experience violence. The condition in which the 

government is trying to reduce the spread rate by asking the public to stay indoors is actually bad 

for most of the women. The increasing number of domestic work, plus other vulnerabilities, namely 

experiencing acts of domestic violence. This vulnerability mostly occurs in wives, where the 

marriage rate in Indonesia is also common for women who are young between 20-25 years old. This 

condition has not been added to the conditions of the patriarchal culture that have been described 

previously, placing women in a lower position than their husbands. So that often violence is still 

considered a normal thing in domestic life. Indonesia already has regulations that provide witnesses 

to perpetrators of domestic violence. Where in this regulation regulates several forms of violence, 

namely physical abuse, emotional abuse, economic abuse, sexual abuse. Several studies have 

actually shown how the culture and position of women's subordination is the beginning of 

opportunities for violence against women.
11

 A similar view was expressed by William P College, as 

quoted by Kersti Yllo, who emphasized that the oppression was also caused by subordinate views 

supported by socio-political dynamics rooted in hierarchical, submissive levels and legitimizing 

violence as a control mechanism.
12 

This is not to mention if the violence often affects girls, which 

then causes a similar incident to become a structural and recurring case. 
 
UN Resolution 2250 on Youth, Peace and Security (YPS) adopted in 2015, explicitly recognized 

the role of young people as agents of change in upholding peace (including empowering young 

women around the world in creating peace and eliminating gender inequality). The goal is to 

recognize the contributions of young people to peacebuilding efforts and broadens the call for the 

inclusion of youth in planning, program design, policy development, and decision-making 

processes for conflict prevention, resolution, and recovery. Furthermore, we also have UN Security 

Council Resolution 1820 recognized sexual violence as part of a tactic of war. Related to this 

regulation, I would highlight one of the cases from a girl living in Libya, a conflict area. She said 

that hundreds of terrifying stories about violence that women and girls are facing, both in the 

private and public contexts. Because of her concern, then she build an organization called “Together 

We Build It” that regularly conduct public surveys about violence against women. She covered up 

that One of our projects is “Super Nasaween” (Super Women in Arabic), a campaign that uses 

comic stories to encourage women and young girls to stand up against violence.
13

 The activity is 

supported by the UN, and this is one of the best practices that the author thinks can be a best 

practice that can be replicated and developed in other countries.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
11  Kurnia Muhajarah, Kekerasan Terhadap Perempuan Dalam Rumah Tangga: Perspektif Sosio-Budaya, Hukum, dan Agama, 

SAWWA – Volume 11, No.2 (April 2016) : 132 
12 Kersti Yllo, Feminist Perspective on Wife Abuse, “London: Sage Publication”. (1988) :178 
13 In the words of Hajer Sharief: “Peacebuilding is not only about stopping violence, it is also about the prevention of violence”, 

Retrieved from https://unwomenusa.org/hajer-sharief  

https://unwomenusa.org/hajer-sharief
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HOW YOUTH CAN START THE MOVE? 

 

We need justice and we need peace. How to find the justice? You have to speak up. It means peace 

is not silence, peace is an action to speak up.  

 

Nowadays, young people are at the heart of technological movement. Surviving on the internet, can 

finding and sharing new information comes from any country and the most important things we can 

easily influence any people just only creating the content. Technology plays a central role in young 

people’s global rise to prominence. It has helped them to mobilize and collaborate, and it has given 

them a voice where before they had none. We can use this privilege to speak up, talking and 

discussing about this kind of issues, and spread the awareness also help and try to advocate and 

promote how the linkage of peace and woman equality. How do we start? 

 

Currently Indonesia has a female figure named Najwa Shihab who focuses on rise up and sounding 

vulnerable minority groups issues to the public. Inviting the victim to the program and then 

revealing all the facts by inviting the Government as the policy maker to provide information on the 

progress of the handling of the case he has experienced. This indirectly raises public awareness and 

trust in the work done together between the government and civil society. Every talk show that is 

conducted by her is watched by more than 1 million people from all over the world, especially 

Indonesia. In addition, this method can actually show how public dialogue spaces can be used as an 

alternative to creating open spaces which will certainly create peace in society. In addition, 

currently Indonesian social media are increasingly decorated with online public spaces that are 

encouraged to be friendly to women. Raising awareness of victims of sexual violence, which has 

now even developed into online-based sexual violence is also very useful as an advocacy for 

Indonesian youth groups who currently reach nearly 100 million people, where 50% of them are 

young women. This huge of number should carry out greater responsibility for the young girls in 

Indonesia. 
 

By looking into recent situation, these seem mandatory and can be easily replicated by young 

people in any part of the world today. Moreover, based on the research results previously mentioned, 

it was found that the rate of violence against women was still high, and even the Covid-19 

pandemic conditions exacerbated the situation. Even so, the campaign that is carried out must be 

accompanied by in-depth analysis in each country regarding the real needs of advocacy in the field, 

so that the impact can be felt in real terms by civil society. Before taking steps, it is important for 

young people to also know the importance of strategic research considering that cases of violence 

against women are structural cases both in their causes and impacts, so it is important for us to carry 

out advocacy from upstream to downstream. 

 

I would say that this generation are lucky enough to have tons of access to the information and 

become one of our privilege that we can probably optimize. Youth now have lots of access to 

participate on any movement to promote and campaign any specific issue. In term of Pandemic 

COVID-19, even we are facing some crucial problems that we must facing together, but we still 

need to engage the young man and woman to turn the challenges into the opportunities. We need to 

understand that we are strong enough and most ambitious, to turning the future we want into a 

reality. We have to arrange and piloting the most priority things to do step by step, of course 

without forgetting the 5 most important pillars of UNSCR 2250 (2015) for action these are; 

participation, protection, prevention, partnerships and disengagement and reintegration. 

 

 

 

https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Documents/publications/mis2013/MIS2013_without_Annex_4.pdf
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Documents/publications/mis2013/MIS2013_without_Annex_4.pdf
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Documents/publications/mis2013/MIS2013_without_Annex_4.pdf
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In January 2020, UN has launched global dialogue initiative, and discussions have taken place in all 

settings, from classrooms to boardrooms, across the world. In order to reach as many people as possible, 

we have built partnerships with youth, civil society, business and media organisations, and created a one-

minute survey that is quick and easy to complete.
14

 Referring to that condition, we can both encourage 

and working together (co-creation) with our national Government and international non-

governmental organizations putting gender balanced issue as the priority to create a peace situation. 

We all together basically reject all forms of violence including violence against woman and girls.  

 

 “Peacebuilding is not only about stopping violence, it is also about the prevention of violence” 

- Hajer Sharief. 
15

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
14 United Nation : The World Need Solidarity.Join #UN75. Retrieved from https://www.un.org/en/un75   
15 Hajer Sharief. [2018]. Retrieved from https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2018/11/in-the-words-of-hajer-sharief  

http://www.un75.online/
http://www.un75.online/
https://www.un.org/en/un75
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2018/11/in-the-words-of-hajer-sharief
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