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Maat For Peace, Development, and Human Rights is a nonpartisan and nonprofit civil society 

organization. Established in 2005, Maat seeks to use the human rights approach, mechanisms and tools; 

to promote the values and practices of social peace, development, democracy and good governance. It 

also works through international and regional mechanisms and bodies in the framework of networks 

and alliances to advocate and mobilize support for the promotion of peace and sustainable development 

practices and policies, and mobilizing against all forms of violence, conflict and injustice. 

 

Introduction 

In the modern era, after the emergence of empires and then states and after many decades of wars and 

the use of various weapons as a tool to reach a lasting solution in the field of international relations, 

today's countries are looking forward to more peaceful means to resolve conflicts and disputes. Now, 

we can find international organizations calling for silencing guns and moving towards more Peace and 

negotiation is considered as one of the most important peaceful tools for that. 

This report figures out the model of the African Horn Peace Agreement between Eritrea and Ethiopia, 

and how negotiations between the two parties contributed to reaching an agreement that ended decades 

of conflict, dispute and wars as the African model for peace has been completed after almost two 

decades of war between the two countries as the spark of the conflict between them was ignited in 1998 

and ended in 2018. The importance of this East African model of conflict resolution can be considered 

as a role model for the East Asian countries in terms of ending the boycott between the two Koreas 

which means ending a 50-year actual boycott. 
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1: the Eritrean-Ethiopian peace negotiations 

After years of military conflict between the two countries in the Horn of Africa over a territory that was 

claimed to be owned by both of them. In this context, there were many contributions from many 

countries through mediation or arbitration in different times such as the first attempts led by Algeria in 

2000, the African Union and the United Nations as well as the last attempts by Saudi Arabia and UAE 

for the completion of the peace process between the two parties. 

 

 The history of the conflict and the negotiating stages: 

After the end of the short British mandate on Eritrea in succession to the long Italian colonization, 

Britain, before leaving the Horn of Africa region, handed over the Eritrean lands to the Ethiopian 

guardianship, thus, both countries were linked to a Federal Union between both of them in 1952, but 

the Ethiopian Emperor Haile Selassie promptly canceled that union and declared Eritrea as Ethiopian 

land. This decision triggered the armed revolution in Eritrea to achieve independence and Ethiopia 

asked for the intervention of external forces like the United States to help it in the military 

confrontation resulted in massive human and material losses as well as large numbers of displaced 

persons and refugees. 

After the fall of the imperial regime in Ethiopia and the advent of the Derg regime in Ethiopia, they 

created a Marxist republican system that was supported by the Soviet Union in terms of the military 

coverage and security expertise. The external factor has once again contributed to the continuation of 

the conflict between the two countries. After Ethiopian forces succeeded in defeating the Somali forces 

and forcing them to return to their borders, Ethiopia began to turn toward ending the Eritrean revolution. 
(1)
 

Thirty years after the conflict, Eritrea gained its independence under the leadership of the People’s 

Liberation Front of Eritrea, while the military rule in the capital, Addis Ababa, was ousted as the Tigray 

Liberation Front (TPLF) came to power in Addis Ababa, and good relations between the two parties 

started. However, this situation has not remained as it is, as the trade and economic relations between 

the two countries have stopped, Eritrea has sought to restore the Badme territory, which was ruled by 

Ethiopia, and changed the currency and created a new national one, which has further complicated the 

situation. Ethiopia was unable to find a port on the sea as it became a landlocked country so the conflict 

between the two sides began in 1998, and a devastating war began in 1999 between the two sides. The 

war ended only with the mediation of the African Union and Algeria, which reached the Algiers 

Agreement in 2000. 

This is considered the first stage of negotiations between the two parties and moving for peaceful 

solutions as it was agreed to stop the war between the two countries immediately and not using force by 

them, forming the Commission of demarcation from five international judges to appoint and demarcate 
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borders between Eritrea and Ethiopia and to release all prisoners and detainees as well as the humane 

treatment of the prisoners of the two states
 (2)
. 

Following this agreement, a border demarcation committee and arbitration committee were formed 

between the two parties, but the Ethiopian refusal prevented the implementation of the agreement and 

the situation between the two countries remained similar to the cold war for 18 years. 

 

Recreation of peace: 2018 Agreement 
The second phase of the negotiations, which led to lasting peace, began in 2018 as after Abe Ahmed 

came to power in Ethiopia, He announced that Ethiopia would withdraw from Badme town and other 

controversial border areas in implementation of a UN-backed Commission resolution on the 

demarcation of the border between the two countries following Algeria's second agreement of 2002, 

and the peace agreement between the two states was finally signed in July 2018. 

Many years later, all sides sought to sign a peace agreement between the two sides, ending decades of 

armament, mobilization and border closures between the two sides, following the signing of the peace 

treaty in September 2018 in Jeddah under the auspices of King Salman of KSA which led to ending to 

conflict and start a new era of peace.  

The peace process led to many political, economic and humanitarian gains. 

1: Political benefit:  

For Eritrea, on the political side, one of the most important gains was the lifting of sanctions imposed 

by the United States and the United Nations. The lifting of economic sanctions on Eritrea was one of 

the results of political developments in the Horn of Africa
 (3)
. 

The peace process with Ethiopia has also contributed to a more diplomatic solution with other 

neighboring countries such as Somalia, Djibouti and Sudan as well as Eritrea's departure from regional 

isolation as a major regional ally of Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates
(4)
.  

At the internal level, the peace process has contributed to easing some of the internal pressure on 

Eritrea, where for many years Eritrea has been using most of its material and human power to be ready 

for war with Ethiopia. 

Eritrea has also benefited from the re-demarcation of the border and getting back its territories which 

were under the Ethiopian control. Eritrea has also begun to participate in an initiative to establish the 

Red Sea Security Council, which is initiated by Egypt and Saudi Arabia. It is difficult to imagine 

further consolidation and regional stability without Eritrea taking a multilateral approach that includes 

Ethiopia and its peaceful relationship with it 
(5)
. 

                                                           
2
  Algiers Agreement, available at:  https://cutt.us/p413   

3
 Sohib Abdulrahman, Results of sanction lifting in Eritrea, Hafriat, Nov, 2018, available at:  https://cutt.us/S0AzL  

4
 ibid .https://cutt.us/YuSwZ  
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In Ethiopia, one of Ethiopia's most important political gains since this agreement has been the victory 

of Ethiopian Prime Minister Abi Ahmed of Nobel Peace Prize, which has reinforced his political 

position on many foreign policy issues in Ethiopia. Abi Ahmad also played an important role in peace 

making in Sudan following the revolution against the Omar al-Bashir regime, so he now has an 

international political charisma as the African peace man. 

2: Economic gains 

For Eritrea, the lifting of sanctions has contributed to the settlement of regional tension, which has long 

disrupted international relations and interests in investment and trade as the Gulf States increasingly 

joining China and Russia, Turkey, and Egypt in conforming to large-scale enterprise investment in 

Eritrea
(6)
. 

The opening of the border between the two sides has also enabled the flow of Ethiopian goods into the 

Eritrean market, which has contributed to an increase in the supply of products and created a relative 

balance in prices. 

For Ethiopia, Eritrea is an important outlet for Ethiopia's trade to the ports of the Red Sea as it seeks to 

increase its GDP and develop its economy as a leader in continent-wide growth. Although it has 

benefited other ports in Djibouti and elsewhere, Eritrea's ports are now a new addition to Ethiopia's 

access to the Red Sea and international trade. 

A more stable Horn of Africa would also boost investor confidence and bring more investment to 

Ethiopia, which has recently become clear. 

Today, as a result of the Peace Agreement, the Horn of Africa is undergoing a dramatic transformation 

as the entire region is moving toward greater peace, agreement and stability in preparation for 

economic advancement and integration, with Eritrea, after 12 years of absence, returning to interaction 

with IGAD. 

3: Humanitarian gain: 
In Eritrea and Ethiopia alike, one of the most prominent features of human peace has been the return of 

families who had been separated by the war between the two countries, with many families able to be 

reunited. The land and air borders between the two countries were opened. 

2: North South Korea peace negotiations. 

The Korean model intersects with the East African one at many points. The dispute was between two 

neighboring countries, North Korea and South Korea. A number of actors have also contributed to the 

consolidation of peace between the two parties at different time, beginning with the armistice of 1953, 

such as the United Nations. The United States played an important role in the beginning of the peace 

negotiations between the two parties in 2018 and the pressure on North Korea to end its nuclear 

program. China also played a crucial role in the Korean crisis. 

 
                                                           
6
 A year after the Ethiopian – Eritrean Peace Agreement, available at: https://cutt.us/zMKKt  

https://cutt.us/zMKKt
https://cutt.us/zMKKt


 

5 
 

 The history of the conflict and the negotiating stages: 

After the end of the Second World War, Korea was divided into two parts. The northern part was 

controlled by the Soviet Union and the Southern one was under the control of a United Nations 

committee led by the United States. In 1950, the inter-Korean conflict erupted and the war evolved 

further when the United Nations, United States and then China entered the conflict and ended when the 

cease-fire agreement was reached in 1953. 

The first stage of using peaceful means was a truce and ceasefire between the two parties, not a general 

peace treaty and since then the situation has been hard between both parties
)7(

 which shaped a form of a 

cold war in the region
)8(

. 

The shift in the peaceful course came in 2018, with North and South Korean leaders agreeing to work 

toward ridding the Korean Peninsula of nuclear weapons after holding a historic summit between them. 

Serious talks were held on the denuclearization of the Korean peninsula and a final peace agreement, 

resulting in agreement on several points like: 

1- Ending of hostile activities between the two countries. 

2-  Changing the demilitarized zone that divides the countries into a zone of peace through 

stopping hate speech. 

3- Arms control in the region to reduce military tension. 

4- Push for trilateral talks involving the United States and China. 

5-  Family reunification for the forcibly displaced families. 

6- Paving modernizing cross-border railways and roads. 

7- More participation in sporting events
(9)
. 

But to date, the peace talks have not reached the stage of signing the peace agreement, as it witnessed 

several swings and have been affected by many factors. In 2019, there were military exercises with 

external parts and some parties completed their missile tests, contrary to what was agreed between the 

two Koreas and USA
(10)
. 

In 2020, the destruction of the cooperation office that opened between the two countries in September 

2018 in the north of the demilitarized zone represented a threat to peace. It was a symbol of peace that 

emerged that year on the Korean peninsula and it was followed by the cutting of official channels of 

communication between the two sides, and the threat of an increased military presence around the 

demilitarized zone
(11)
. The use of the current opportunity to prove good will after the resolution of the 

current conflict, even if there are some flaws that disturb relations between the two countries can be 

considered as a predicted scenario. 
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 How can North and South Korea benefit from the African model: 
Given the disruption of the Korean negotiating track that threatens the completion of the peace 

agreement, the two neighbors should therefore focus on the political, economic and humanitarian peace 

gains of both sides and the promotion of the value of peace and development over the value of war and 

hostility. 

As a result of the African situation, political gains have been made at the level of the two countries, 

political gains have been made to promote stability and peace and have contributed to the creation of a 

politically functioning environment in which the rest of the neighboring countries participate in 

decision-making process. On the economic side, the marked increase in trade and investment was a 

direct result of peace and stability and most importantly the humanitarian gain of the return of separate 

families as a result of the conflict and the return of relations between the two peoples was the most 

prominent. The three aspects can be discussed as following:  

 

1. Political benefit:  

One of the most important achievements of the final peace agreement that both parties seek is the 

nuclear disarmament from the region, which will enhance security and stability not only in the 

Korean peninsula but also in the Asian region and the whole world. 

As for North Korea, the peace process and its nuclear disarmament are greatly helping to improve 

relations with the US, which will create more stability in the region, leaving North Korea with its 

internationally imposed isolation and increasing its political influence with its regional allies, such 

as China and Russia, to contribute to shaping the East Asian Policy. 

 

2. Economic benefit:  

For South Korea, its economy is highly dependent on industrialization and international trade, and has 

pursued successful economic to attract foreign investment
12

. All these successes are expected to 

continue better after the peace agreement, as a fully stable political and security environment attracts 

more capital and investment, and South Korea will find a new outlet for its goods and products in its 

northern neighbor’s territory. 

In North Korea, economic gains will be significant following the peace process, lifting international 

sanctions imposed on it and getting economic facilitation 
(13)
. The lifting of sanctions greatly reduces 
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the economic burdens imposed on North Korea and enables it to export its products and to lead to the 

growth of the North Korean economy. With the economic facilities to be granted to North Korea, we 

may see very great progress in North Korea's trade balance, especially as the state of peace and stability 

reduces many of the burdens imposed on the economy from armament and military equipment in case 

of conflict. 

 

3: Humanitarian and social benefits: 

On the humanitarian level of both countries, the most important aspect is the situation of the separate 

families between the two countries, since, according to some reports of the International Committee of 

the Red Cross, in 2003, the number of separate families from their families as a result of the conflict 

between the two Koreas was estimated at hundreds of thousands 
(14)
 and It is noteworthy to mention 

that the two Koreas had begun organizing 20 rounds of meetings since 2000. The number of South 

Koreans who asked to participate in the meetings exceeds 130 thousand, and many of them are elderly 

and are over the age of eighty years, as they have been dispersed from their families since the war 

between the two countries since more than 50 years. However, the cooperation of the two States in 

organizing these meetings was a great sign of hope and a remarkable gesture for them both. When the 

two countries' efforts were crowned by the Peace Agreement, the humanitarian aspect would be equally 

as impressive as the political and economic sides. Instead, the families will be finally reunited and the 

citizens of the two countries will move easily between the two countries' territories, which will 

reinforce the cultural and social aspects of the two neighbors. 

Also with regard to prisoners, living conditions and all humanitarian issues arising from conflict and 

war situations, peace between the two States will promote human rights and freedoms in both States. 

 

Conclusion 

The two Koreas have been successful in projecting the value of peace through the 2018 Olympics, 

which began as a first step in the quest for integration and a peaceful and positive solution. The 

Olympic Games showed how closely the peoples of the two countries were related, as both countries 

participated with one team in a match, and this beginning was of a strong symbolic and remarkable 

significance for the whole world, and today, despite the difficulties facing the peace agreement process. 

However, care must be taken to consider the positive aspects and achievements of both parties and, 

therefore, the multilateral world. Both Koreas have an important and distinct place in influencing 

international relations, contributing to a stable and unsound world of arms and creating a world that is 

capable of advancing the development process of humankind. 

The two countries' progress in the great effort that began since 2018 to move toward peace and to 

complete what has been launched will make both parties remarkable international models, one that is 
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guided by the possibility of overcoming differences between countries, peacefully addressing their 

situation and may even play the role of mediator in the future to resolve any issue that may be emerging 

in the international arena. 

Therefore, the two countries should focus on the great gains of the two parties in concluding the peace 

agreement, as peace plays an important role in the humanitarian and internal political stability aspects, 

and helps to influence the creation of a difference and influence in the regional foreign policy first and 

then the international one. The two countries' gains will be enhanced by their internal and external 

position. 


