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Cutting Nuclear Weaponry and Promoting Unification 
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 Now entering the year 2021, let’s take a moment to count the number of countries that are in 

the tragic state of being divided into two. Throughout the course of history, numerous countries, 

including America, Germany, and Yemen have experienced division, an unstable stance where 

different governing bodies coexist due to ideological confrontation. The countries mentioned above 

have given a hard effort to overcome this situation by recognizing that they are composed of a 

single identity. Despite the differences in the perspectives of methodology and composition of 

power, through pursuing the ideology of peace and trying to create an environment where 

sustainable development would happen, they have reached to a point of negotiation and now, a 

single body of government now is in control of the whole country. For the state of division is so 

insecure and unstable, many other countries in the division, as well, have achieved unity, and now 

the last of the separated countries are left.  Currently, Cyprus and North Cyprus, Ireland and 

Northern Ireland, People’s Republic of China and Republic of China haven’t reached a complete 

position of unification, but Korea and North Korea by so far are undergoing the most severe and 

serious stages of division.  

  

 Let’s begin with the historical aspects and how Korea has come to this stage of division. 

Until the Joseon Dynasty, Korea was unified as one country and its people had great pride in their 

entire ethnicity and culture because they were able to overcome hardships by working together. 

However, in 1910, Korea was colonized by Japan, a period where imperialism was prevailing 

throughout the world, in order to acquire global dominance and increase their countries’ wealth by 

dominating a worldwide market. Japan, with a more specific plan to conquest the Asian continent, 

ruled Korea until 1945, when World War II ended and Japan claimed to surrender by the 

annihilation of the Hiroshima atomic bomb. When discussing the post-World War II issues, the 

Cairo Declaration in 1943 stated and promised Korea’s dependence and two years after, the 

Potsdam Declaration reconfirmed the matters mentioned about Korea in the Cairo Declaration. It 

was judged that Korea was disqualified to create a new government of its own and sustain its 

country competently, so the country was set to be one of the United Nations Trust Territories where 

the country commissioned by the UN governed a certain area for a fixed period of time. On the 

basis of the Military Demarcation Line, the Soviet Union took responsibility for the North, and the 

US was in charge of the South. The Moscow Conference of the Three Foreign Ministers suggested 

this term to last five years in the first place, but as time passed on, the disagreement of the left-right 

spectrum severed, as the Soviet Union had a left-wing stance and the US took a right-wing stance 

politically. The US wished the entire Korean peninsula to be democratic, while on the other hand, 

the Soviet Union wanted it to be communist. This phenomenon was basically an extension of the 

Cold War. Not being able to overcome the ideological polarization, South Korea declared a 

government of its own in 1948, while the Soviets appointed a leader in North Korea, which 

officially confirmed division.  

  

 As time passed, the military of the US and the Soviet Union withdrew from the Korean 

peninsula, but there was frequent and constant armed conflict along the MDL (Military 

Demarcation Line). The US also announced the Acheson Line Declaration, which stated the 

diplomatic fact that South Korea and Taiwan were excluded from the Pacific defense line. This 

stimulated the North, and took advantage of this fact thinking that the US forces didn’t care about 

the South anymore, and was left powerless. They attacked the South without a warning on June 25, 

1950, and after the head-to-head competition that was cutthroat, the war enlarged its size with the 

entry of the UN military and Chinese military. Finally, after three years, there was a signing of the 

armistice and the war came to a temporary ending; the state Korea is in presently. It was certain that 
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there was a tremendous loss of human life and property. Innumerous amount of families was 

separated and war orphans were laid upon the pedestrian streets with nowhere to go. Approximately 

one-sixth of the whole North and South Korean population were either killed or injured, and 

according to the statistics in Defense Military Compilation Laboratory, the number of deaths of the 

civilian population outnumbered the deaths of a military man. It wasn’t only the Koreans that had to 

go through loss, because a total of 63 countries supported South Korea with troops, healthcare, 

supplies, and financial aid. The industrial facilities and roads were all destructed in the small 

peninsula by a variety of lethal weapons and the armaments, and took a long time and money to 

recover. However, the most severe and crucial problem that followed the war was the growing 

hostility and hatred toward the opposing party. Words like “bbalgangi (빨갱이),” which directed 

communists were coined in South Korea, and used as a profanity. People that were labeled as this 

title were socially stigmatized. These political flows enabled the dictatorships that were progressing 

to intensify in both countries, with Lee Seung Man and Kim Il Sung extending their government for 

a longer period of time. Movies and books, like the Battle on a Pork Chop Hill, were released to 

show the lives claimed of soldiers from the Korean war and the ongoing struggle of the battlefield.  

  

 Why is the war of such a small country such a big deal to the rest of the world? The reason 

behind this question is because of the characteristics of the Korean war held as international war. 

The countries that gave assistance to South Korea were capitalist forces with the US at the center, 

and in contrast, the communist powers subsidized North Korea with the Soviet Union at the center. 

Many countries, directly and indirectly, intervened in the war, all the countries that took a position 

in this war supported its ideological stance.  Also, another crucial factor that the rest of the world is 

keeping an eye on the Korean peninsula now and also in the future, has to do with the use of nuclear 

weaponry. Especially during World War II, the technology and military armament developed and 

advanced at a high speed. Now, one nuclear or atomic bomb can blow off an entire city in minutes 

and seconds, or even a country, leaving nothing in its trace. Over a wide area where the nuclear 

bomb explodes, the heat flash may “vaporize all human tissue,” and kill people by the blast and heat 

effects. Not only the physical damage it gives, the nuclear radiations that last several months are 

fatal to the human body and cause internal injuries by the radioactive fall-out, like cancer. To the 

environment and climate, nuclear weapons are catastrophic. North Korea is one of the nine 

countries that have possession of these nuclear weapons, so when a war breaks out again, there is a 

high possibility that the nuclear weapon will be used. For the reason of globalization and the treaties 

that Korea has made with other countries, with especially UN being the global organization that 

connects the world together, it is hard to say that only the people living in the peninsula would be 

involved in the war; this war may be related to every human being, even the ones living on the other 

side of the globe. Therefore, to put an end to humanitarian consequences that may result from this 

war, we must invest in human security again and bring back cooperation and compromise by 

dialogue. This is also applied to other countries that hold nuclear weapons too, because there is 

potential the nuclear bomb will be utilized. If the Korean War happens again, it would be the place 

nuclear weaponry be used in the nearest future, so the rest of the world should be aware and 

consider what’s happening.  

 

 According to the Ministry of Unification in South Korea, the 2020 results of the national 

unification consciousness survey, only 15.4% of the citizens said that unification must happen. 

44.2%, 24.3%, and 16.2% said that unification will be good if there isn’t a big burden to carry, for a 

considerable time we must maintain the present state, and it is better not to be united, respectively. 

The masses did not know why unification would be beneficial, as the GDP of the South Koreans 

overwhelmingly surpassed North Koreans, and therefore did not understand why unification be 

essential. Also, they were pessimistic and did not think the future of being unified could realistically 

be put into life. The fact that a heavy cost for unification would be needed and political and military 
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chaos might happen for a certain period of time is true, but huge benefits and advantages also exist. 

First of all, as mentioned above, we are very sensitive and tense about what is constantly happening 

around the MDL. Unification will resolve these tensions and allow the peaceful use of the area 

around the demilitarized zone. We will be able to bring about a safer lifestyle. Secondly, South 

Korea will able to spread its national boundaries into the continent and the oceans. For instance, 

connecting the Trans-Siberian Railway all the way to South Korea will bring economic and 

industrial value. There will be an immense reduction in time and cost for rail and shipping 

transportation and also for passenger transport. South Korea currently depends on ocean freight, so 

it could balance the export-import logistics system into both sea and land transportation, utilizing 

the one that is more efficient. Unification could also raise the international status of Korea as a 

reunified Korean peninsula, bringing in more opportunity and values of liberty. The third reason 

considers the future of Korea in terms of economic development. Currently, there are many 

resources being consumed due to division, and therefore many costs being wasted. Unification will 

put an end to these dissipations. Also, due to the increased area of land and population, there will be 

an expansion of the domestic market with a totally new range for knowledge and technology 

convergence, leading to a new and secure market. Lastly, there will be a settlement for 

humanitarian problems. Fifty thousand people are suffering from separated families, and some 

North Koreans are risking their lives to set foot on the land of Korea and vice versa (we call them 

North Korean defectors). We will be able to put an end to all of these tragic phenomena and be 

more stabilized. 

 

 First of all, in order to bring a solution to this pain, we should recognize and keep reminding 

ourselves of the fact that this war has indeed not ended yet. 68 years, a term not so short, have 

passed since the cease-fire, and it may seem on the surface that everything is peaceful. However, 

when looking into the news, there are constantly trust issues between North and South Korea, and 

rising tensions occurring from conflicts like Yeonpyeong Sea Battle and the missile 

experimentations from the North. In 2015, North Korea demanded the South Koreans to put an end 

to the North Korean broadcasting by firing toward Yeoncheon, and incidents like this frequently 

happened. Citizens living near the border need to constantly maintain their suspension and be alert 

of their relationship with the North. The point to all these facts is that we are definitely not in a 

perfect, peaceful state. Campaigns that seek to call an end to the Korean war and seek to bring a 

solution to this condition should be amplified throughout the World, starting from the inside of 

Korea. The powers of the government and their direction come from the citizens, where democracy 

is a basic premise to most countries in the world.  These citizens must first recognize these 

situations. 

 

 Secondly, I believe that education acts as the most important force in achieving unification. 

Through education, children from a small age are able to form their values and perspectives on how 

they view the world. They insert information into their brains in schools and make sense of them, 

between what is important and what is not. They form a broad picture of the world as their mind 

develops. Here, if we expose in our textbooks facts that are neglecting and distorted about North 

Korea, the students, and the citizens of South Korea will naturally create an emotional hatred and 

mental state that is brainwashed to perceive North Korea as our enemy. Education in schools must 

highlight values of unity, communication, and embrace. If the education also directs students to 

have an interest in these types of political issues, they would in the future engage more actively in 

these types of problems and voice out their thoughts and solutions. This atmosphere would nurture 

a healthier environment where everybody actively seeks to create a better world to live in. I believe 

that this is one of the advantages of democracy. Every citizen is a host for their country and has a 

responsibility in operating their country. These political inputs would influence the ruling party and 
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they would make effort to reflect the views of their community. This foundation begins with the 

education students receive. 

 

The reason I believe the elimination of nuclear weaponry is so significant is because the era 

of the ‘law of the fittest’ is over, and it’s not anymore how much physical power a country has that 

determines how much influence it can make. These physical powers, more widely known as hard 

power, refer to the economic sanctions or the military powers that a country is able to achieve 

diplomatic goals through. Nowadays, the countries that have the key to soft power, which is defined 

as “a persuasive approach to international relations,” are capable of creating economic and cultural 

influence, by elements of attraction, co-opting skills, and preferences of others. These countries will, 

in the end, be able to change the world because their process of persuasion and consent founded on 

their culture, values, and ideology have been fully recognized and understood by other countries. 

The diplomatic decisions made from soft power decisions instead of hard power that coerces the 

other body will eventually be able to last longer and flexibly adapt into a new environment, because 

it reaches its conclusion by being attracted into the other force. If nuclear weapons are used for the 

unification of the peninsula, there will definitely be cultural heterogeneity of the residents in Korea 

that won’t be taken in very easily, creating another social distrust and anxiety. For mutual benefits 

for each country, I believe that the first step is to prohibit nuclear weapons.  

 

Fortunately, the world seems to be aware of how threatening nuclear weapons can be. 

Global organizations like the UN are working toward abolishing nuclear weapons by creating a 

Treaty on the prohibition of nuclear weapons, and also the Non-proliferation Treaty. This treaty 

concerns all nuclear experimentations and participation with nuclear weapons. If the members of 

the treaty experience a nuclear explosion or damages, then their parties would assist the victim and 

provide international cooperation along with efforts to remediate the government. Also, ICAN, an 

international campaign that exists to stigmatize and prohibit nuclear weapons, tries to elevate the 

public conscience to eliminate nuclear weapons. They have created a platform where you could 

check the countries that have joined the TPNW, and how many nuclear weapons a certain country 

may host. These types of nongovernmental organizations act to emphasize the history and the 

catastrophic harms nuclear weapons have given to our society, and provide information related to 

this field. They also work with other partner organizations to ban them and reaffirm other 

governmental bodies to join in signing the TPNW. In diverse groups and working alongside the Red 

Cross, the debate about nuclear bombs, give ideas on how the treaty on the prohibition of nuclear 

weapons should appear and grow, and protest about the slow pace of nuclear disarmament. ICAN 

has won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2017, so we can see how much their determination and 

recognition of the importance of peace and disarmament education for the current and future 

generations. The endeavors of the treaty and NGOs bring a positive change to our society for their 

focal point on “positive obligations”. Their values on human rights-based approaches, the inclusion 

of victims, tailored assistance that is gender and age-sensitive, non-discrimination, and development 

of laws national plans, and policies all report a sense of obligations that we as global citizens must 

keep at all times. We as individuals living in a community take place and are responsible for a role 

to work with others and make this world more peaceful, sustainable, and fairer. Although in 1995, a 

total of 191 states joined the NPT and 86 countries the TPNW, the treaty won’t work out and show 

effectiveness until all the countries sign it.  

 

In conclusion, I would like to strongly assert that now, the nuclear confrontations we face 

are more severe than we think it is, and has changed how politics work because no nation can solve 

the problem on its own, and if all nuclear weapons aren’t banned, then global threats will forever 

remain. The material war that happened before the twenty-first century isn’t possible anymore; the 

one where the winning country would be able to collect huge profits by gaining the other country’s 
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land and capital, or obtaining the power to rearrange global power. These “successful wars” will 

never happen again due to nuclear weapons, because this will turn the war into a collective suicide. 

This will have high-damage and low-profit results which makes destruction instead of building a 

profitable place. This is why we should prevent nuclear terrorism, for the sake of humanity, and try 

to reduce political violence. I strongly wish, as a citizen of South Korea and also the world too, in 

the near future unite without nuclear bombing, but through conversation for a win-win situation.  
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