
1 

 

How to make the Korean peninsula a peace zone without 

nuclear weapons through international cooperation and 

solidarity? 

- For the peace of us 

Kyu min, Bae 

Even now in 2021, the issue of unification surrounding the nuclear weapons of the two 

Koreas has drawn global attention. Especially for me living in South Korea, I couldn't 

forget the words nuclear and peace on the Korean Peninsula, which appeared in one of the 

themes of this contest, B 'How to make a nuclear-free peace zone on the Korean Peninsula 

through international solidarity.' 

 I was curious about the world's view of this and wanted to know. I participated in the 

competition to summarize my thoughts on this international and national process and the 

world's perspective. 

 To create a nuclear-free peace zone on the Korean Peninsula through international 

solidarity, efforts should first be made to ban nuclear weapons internationally. 

In 2017, the General Assembly decided to convene a United Nations conference to 

negotiate a legally binding instrument to prohibit nuclear weapons, leading towards their 

total elimination. These include undertakings not to develop, test, produce, acquire, possess, 

stockpile, use or threaten to use nuclear weapons. The Treaty also prohibits the deployment 

of nuclear weapons on national territory and the provision of assistance to any State in the 

conduct of prohibited activities. The agreement, which will go into effect after ratification 

by more than 50 countries, is the nuclear disarmament agreement to comprehensively ban 

all nuclear weapons-related activities, including development, testing, production, 

stockpiling and threats. 

The treaty was voted in favor of 122 countries at the U.N. General Assembly in July 2017, 

with a clue that it would take effect 90 days after ratification by more than 50 countries. 

With Honduras signing the 50th U.N. Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 

(TPNW) on October 24, 2020, the treaty will take effect internationally in January 2021. 

 But what is important is that the agreement did not even vote on the U.N.-approved 

nuclear states such as the U.S., Russia, China, the U.K., and Israel, while South Korea and 

Japan also did not participate, citing North Korea's nuclear threats. 

Currently, nuclear states are known as North Korea, China, France, Russia, Britain, the 

United States, India and Pakistan. And the countries that are trying to develop nuclear 

weapons are South Korea and Japan. However, countries with nuclear weapons and 

countries developing nuclear weapons did not participate in the Treaty on the Prohibition 

of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). The effectiveness of the treaty was questioned. If they 

continue to avoid or reject the treaty without stopping nuclear development because of fear 
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of North Korean provocations and their inability to let go of their own defense capabilities, 

it will be difficult to create a 'nuclear-free' peace zone on the Korean Peninsula. Also, they 

would not be eligible to claim a 'peace zone on the Korean Peninsula without nuclear 

weapons.' 

This is because they do not think they deserve to call an "international solidarity" while 

looking at their interests first, insisting that they abandon what they cannot throw away. 

I think it is the most ideal solution for this 'nuclear-free peace' for all other countries, 

including the countries, to think first about how to defend themselves without nuclear 

weapons and how to create an internationally 'nuclear-free' peace. 

One example is a way to increase defense without nuclear weapons by developing 

technologies that can send nuclear weapons into space and then safely process harmful 

substances such as radiation to prevent them from returning to Earth. Of course, it will take 

a long time. However, developing the technology would not pose a threat to the people and 

the nation even if a nuclear weapon was launched into its own country, and would ensure 

the safety of all countries desired. Just as good and evil coexist, nuclear weapons can harm 

us and we certainly have ways to avoid them. Finding ways to defend and preserve 

themselves rather than show off their defense capabilities with weapons that can harm 

others would be the way to maintain peace around the world. 

 And the United Nations, U.N. should work stronger to boost the participation of 

countries that possess or intend to possess nuclear weapons than countries that are far away 

from them. 

Nuclear weapons are not enough to destroy the world, but they are the worst weapons in 

genocide. They divert vast amounts of public resources from violating international law, 

causing serious environmental damage, compromising national and global security, and 

meeting human needs. As a global citizen, there should be no nuclear slaughter. 

Stopping the development of life-threatening nuclear weapons will contribute to this 

"peace on the Korean Peninsula through international solidarity” and it will lay the 

foundation for keeping each country safe. 

Aside from nuclear weapons, the world is making many weapons to compete for the 

advancement of its own military capabilities. I think we should get out of the vicious circle 

of arms competition not only for peace on the Korean Peninsula but also for peace around 

the world. We should invest in the safety of mankind and the environment of the earth, 

instead of reducing the number of terrorist attacks and fighting that occur during the year 

and threatening each other and showing off ourselves. 

The development of this technology would not pose a threat to the people and the nation 

even if a nuclear weapon was launched into its own country, and would ensure the safety of 

all countries desired. Just as good and evil coexist, nuclear weapons can harm us and we 

certainly have ways to avoid them. Finding ways to defend and preserve themselves rather 

than show off their defense capabilities with weapons that can harm others would be the 

way to maintain peace around the world. 
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According to statistics for 2020, the U.S. defense spending was $750 billion, China $237 

billion, Saudi Arabia $67.6 billion, India 61 billion, Britain 55.1 billion, Germany 50 

billion, Japan 49 billion, Russia 48 billion, and South Korea 44 billion. According to the 

statistics, these countries covered a considerable amount of money for defense. 

In 2020, We spent the year fighting the invisible. Economically and psychologically, 

everyone was difficult and difficult. Some lost their jobs, and others sent their loved ones. 

We don't know what we will face in the future. But, one thing is for sure. We should know 

for certain that we should no longer be complacent about our immediate greed. 

That doesn't mean we shouldn't spend money on national defense. I think defense 

spending is also a folder to be included in the budget. 

 However, it is important to organize unused items that are abnormally wasted and to 

budget based on what is essential and what is essential. Why don't you come up with a way 

for everyone to live well, such as using the surplus budget as an emergency measure like 

this year or to grow a business that supports developing countries so that everyone can live 

well? This is also a problem that we have to think deeply about in the future. 

Once we enter the process of slowly reducing defense spending and nuclear weapons 

development, we can now talk about taking off from "peace on the Korean Peninsula." 

For peace on the Korean Peninsula, efforts are needed to sign a peace treaty through 

dialogue and cooperation instead of sanctions and pressure. 

Let's take a quick look at the current situation in 2021 from the process of division of the 

Korean Peninsula. In August 1945, the United States dropped two atomic bombs on 

Japanese soil. Japan surrendered because it could no longer continue the war. When Japan 

surrendered, the Korean Peninsula was liberated on August 15 of that year. On September 2, 

1945, Korea announced the Code of Preparation for the Foundation of Joseon. The plan 

was to build a completely independent state, establish a democratic regime, maintain 

domestic order independently, and secure public life. 

However, contrary to our country's opinion, trusteeship of Korea was already being talked 

about at the Yalta talks in February 1945. 

Based on this, on August 11, 1945, the United States decided that US and Soviet forces 

would occupy South and North Korea based on the 38th parallel north, and obtained Soviet 

consent. Soon after, U.S. and Soviet troops began to be in charge of disarmament. At first, 

the 38th parallel was not blocked by barbed wire. According to the contents of the Moscow 

Trilateral Trauma Conference in December 1945, the government will establish a 

provisional democratic government in Korea and decide on trusteeship of the Korean 

Peninsula by the U.S., Britain, China and the Soviet Union for up to five years. However, 

various opinions about the establishment of the government were divided and the 

differences between the US and the Soviet Union did not go as planned. In the meantime, 

two joint committee meetings were held, and both broke down as claims that they could 

not consult each other. Increasingly, the guard post was built around 38 degrees to restrict 

people's movement, and control became stricter. 



4 

 

On 26 February 1948, the United Nations General Assembly voted to "carry out elections 

in areas where UN surveillance is possible". As a result, a free general election under the 

supervision of the United Nations was held on May 10, 1948, and the founding of the 

Republic of Korea was declared worldwide on August 15, 1948. 

However, the communists, including Kim Il-sung, who took control of the North under 

the protection of the Soviet Union, declared the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, an 

independent communist regime, in the North on September 9, 1948, and won approval 

from the Soviet Union and other communist empires. 

It occurred at dawn on June 25, 1950, when North Korean communist forces illegally 

Invasion from North Korea across the 38th parallel, which was the inter-Korean military 

demarcation line. Three days after the battle began, Seoul was occupied by the People's 

Army, and in a moment, the people of the South were driven to the end of Gyeongsang-do.  

On June 27, 1950, the Security Council adopted a resolution recommending South Korean 

aid. On September 15, UN forces conducted the Incheon Landing Operation, recovered 

Pyongyang and advanced to the Yalu River and the Tumen River. In November 1950, the 

Chinese army intervened and UN forces withdrew from North Korea.  

The cease-fire talks began in Kaesong in July 1951, and a cease-fire was signed at the 

truce village of Panmunjom on July 27, 1953.  

The war, which began in 1950, was prolonged to 1953, and many young men were 

mobilized for the army. Many did not return to their hometowns, and there were a number 

of wounded, war orphans, families and dispersed separated families who had to live with 

the scars of war.  

The three-year and one-month war caused about 4.5 million casualties, including civilians. 

The scale of economic damage was astronomical. The land was devastated and most of its 

industrial facilities were destroyed. The destruction of roads, houses, railways and port 

facilities was also immeasurable. In South Korea, 43 percent of industrial facilities and 33 

percent of housing were completely destroyed, while more than 74 percent of electricity 

and 80 percent of industrial facilities were damaged in North Korea. 

The cease-fire agreement ended the war, but large and small battles took place frequently. 

But the battle wasn't the only one. He did his best for peace and reconciliation between the 

two Koreas by trying many things, such as the sunshine policy, engagement policy, and 

conciliatory policy. 

 In 2018, the leaders of the two Koreas met at Panmunjom and declared a transition from 

the Panmunjom Declaration to a peace treaty and a denuclearization on the Korean 

Peninsula. Peace on the Korean Peninsula without nuclear weapons seemed to come.  

However, when 500,000 anti-Pyongyang leaflets were distributed to North Korea on May 

31, 2020, North Korea raised the issue on June 4 and criticized the South's response. 

Taking this issue as an issue, the government announced that it would completely cut off 

and dismantle all communication lines between the two Koreas from noon on June 9, 2020, 
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and declared that it would turn into a "grand project" to treat South Korea as an enemy. 

Soon after, on June 16, North Korea detonated a joint inter-Korean liaison office in the 

Kaesong Industrial Complex. 

According to the Korean Central News Agency on January 9, 2021, Kim Jong-un 

reiterated his earlier position on the demolition of the South's tourism facilities at the 8th 

congress, saying that progress will only be made in the future when Seoul strictly manages 

and fundamentally removes the abnormal and anti-unification form.  

You can see the two Koreas creating a wall in a moment, even though they seem to be 

talking about peace well. 

This is because various national situations such as daily life, policies, and diplomacy are 

different from each other after 72 years of division. We must certainly understand each 

other's situation and why it is such a form. 

Until now, we have promoted family reunions and tours. I think this is a policy that we 

should continue to pursue in the future. In addition to this, however, we must attempt to 

make the slanted seesaw parallel between the two sides of North Korea and South Korea. 

The type of politics each uses cannot be changed immediately. Rather than this, I think 

coordinating the economy and culture of the two Koreas could be the starting point for this 

peace. You should try to understand it, not rush it. They should try to find out why they had 

to do so, not ignore and criticize them for being different from their own country. Because 

peace pushed without understanding is not peace but aggression for them. Since it is not a 

"unification" of the Korean Peninsula but a "peace" of the Korean Peninsula, we looked at 

it as a way to show results that can be exchanged and respected. 

First of all, it is important to educate people to understand the situation on the Korean 

Peninsula. The current children are talented people who need to lead the Republic of Korea 

in the future. 

We should study how to educate them and think about how to make them think about 

peace on the Korean Peninsula. Peace will begin only when we know and understand the 

situation of the two Koreas and how they have learned what they have learned. 

It is important for the two Koreas to meet together and cooperate to create a curriculum as 

we can proceed with inter-Korean exchanges in some direction and only see them in our 

situation. We should work together to contribute educationally like Pororo. 

From Korea's liberation from Japan's colonial rule until 2021, no other country has 

intervened in the relationship between the two Koreas. Korea's liberation from Japanese 

colonial rule resulted in the U.S. dropping its nuclear weapons and surrendering to Japan, 

failing to implement our planned independent independence, and the division of the two 

ideological states in the name of ‘trusteeship' which eventually led to the war and killing of 

our family. 

Just as there is a saying that too many cooks spoil the broth, it is questionable whether the 

United Nations should make peace on the Korean Peninsula First of all, starting with 
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knowing and understanding each other's situation more than anything else, meeting 

frequently, coordinating opinions, and opening the 38th parallel to exchange, will be the 

starting point for making peace. 

If the United Nations really wants "peace" on the Korean Peninsula, it seems to be the 

most important role to play in cooperating with the process to proceed without "nuclear 

weapons." This is because there are many events that have helped a lot in history, but could 

have been avoided in advance if we had discussed them among ourselves.  

The issue of peace on the Korean Peninsula, which is international, may actually be the 

"Korea" that our people have not achieved on their own since 73 years ago. I was told that 

a very simple problem could deepen and be irreversible because they could not express 

their opinions and understand each other due to a powerful country. 

And the DMZ needs to be restored. We need to restore barbed wire and mine-covered 

space to monitor each other. The restored space should be changed into a space of peace 

and coexistence so that the two Koreas can meet more often in the future. Only when we 

change the space where the terrible and cruel time has stopped into a space of harmony will 

we be able to feel safety in person. 

As I was preparing for this contest, the references from the organizers, historical facts and 

news that I searched for myself made my thoughts stronger. It's late, but we know that it 

will happen only if we really long for and want that the parties themselves should step up 

and not be pushed into other people's hands to make up for reconciliation. I don't know 

how our direction will go in the future, but I will continue to watch as a resident of the 

Korean Peninsula and a citizen of the world. 

Hopefully, by reducing nuclear development rather than thinking that others cannot stop 

developing it because it will threaten them with nuclear weapons, each citizen will find a 

way to stop being afraid because of their own nuclear weapons and because of foreign 

nuclear weapons. 

I hope that the day will come when we can freely cross the 38th parallel, caring for each 

other's environment that has changed for a long time, as our old ancestors, who cared for 

and understood each other, shared pain. 

I think my solution is very ideal and fantastic, but I hope it will come true like this way. 

There's nothing we can't do, we're all people, we have what we want, and anyone can 

achieve it. If we all try to solve this problem with the same mind, one day we'll be 

permeating each other. I sincerely hope so. 

We hope that many people around the world will be able to escape nuclear fears and 

evaporate the origin of the nuclear war to maintain our upcoming peace. 
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