
1 

Suggestions for the establishment of a preemptive peace atmosphere 

and enticing North Korea to join the NPT to achieve denuclearization 

in the Korean peninsula. 

Soohorang(Yu JeongIn, Won YaeEun) 

 

After the Korean Peninsula was liberated from Imperial Japanese colonial rule in 1945, it made 

Korea be imbued with joy. But soon after, the territory was divided into North and South in a 

tragedy of the Korean War in 1950. Now, about 70 years later, the war has not officially ended. 

Accordingly, the North and South Korea hit the fan because of the rising tension on the peninsula 

between peace and conflict, and without noticing when the war will be ended. Meanwhile, Nuclear 

weapons have appeared as the biggest controversial issue which threatens peace in Korea. It is not 

only a crisis for the Korean peninsula but also the cause of the world’s nuclear disaster. 

At this point in time despite sanctions of the international community, the Democratic People’s 

Republic of Korea (North Korea) has developed nuclear weapons as well as a continued nuclear test. 

According to the Ministry of Unification (2020), North Korea signed the Non-Proliferation Treaty 

(NPT) in December of 1985 and agreed on the inter-Korean denuclearization pact in 1991. However, 

in 1993, North Korea declared withdrawal from NPT which means they started to develop nuclear 

weapons in earnest. Because of this circumstance, the first North Korean nuclear crisis (1993) came 

and it became a major issue of the international community. The first North Korean nuclear crisis in 

1993 led the U.S. and North Korea to sign the Geneva Agreed Framework the following year. And 

North Korea had stopped nuclear activities until 2002. 

In 2002, the Bush administration announced that ‘North Korea has admitted to developing nuclear 

weapons secretly by their highly enriched uranium program (북한이 고농축 우라늄 프로그램에 

의한 핵무기 개발을 비밀리에 추진하고 있다는 점을 시인하였다).’ And it was the second 

North Korean nuclear crisis (2002) began. To resolve the second North Korean nuclear crisis, the 

six-party talks (South Korea, North Korea, U.S., China, Japan, Russia) began in August of 2003 and 

achieved the September agreement in 2005, 2.13 Agreement, and 10.3 Agreement in 2007. 

However, the six-party talks have not been recommenced after the chief delegate meeting in 

December of 2008. 

Further, North Korea has been bolstered its nuclear weapons program. They conducted six nuclear 

tests, seventeen missile tests until September 2017 since they executed the first nuclear test in 2006, 

October 9th. Based on this, North Korea declared that it reached the completion of a nuclear 

weapon in 2017, November 29th. Therefore, North Korea's activities have been posed a threat to 

international peace and security. 

To Achieve the denuclearization of North Korea and the maintenance of a peace regime on the 

Korean Peninsula, it will be preemptively required to identify the substantial definition of the 

denuclearization and peace regime. It is necessary to hold a peace conference with North Korea, 
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South Korea, and the States which is related to the denuclearization at the Korean peninsula for 

creating a ‘Peace Zone’ and fulfilling the denuclearization. However, the three countries have not 

yielded a good outcome since they have all different perspectives about the meaning of 

denuclearization. Therefore, it is a critical factor to establish a new meaning of denuclearization 

because if they have a unified one, they are able to overcome the difference of point of view and it 

will lead to meaningful results in the summit meetings.  

North Korea argues for the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula itself, and it has a connotative 

meaning that the United States should withdraw all nuclear weapons and power from the Korean 

Peninsula. The States demand the CVID denuclearization of North Korea which means complete, 

verifiable, irreversible, and dismantling. Similarly, South Korea takes a position like the States, but 

they also pursue a phased strategy of denuclearization which is one of the opinions of North Korea. 

The Korean Peace Regime which is a precondition of denuclearization refers to the system which 

seeks peaceful unification and common prosperity in order to liquidate military hostilities and 

pursue a relationship of co-existence(Ministry of Foreign Affairs).  In fact, the States and North 

Korea have opposed thinking about the correlation between denuclearization and a peace regime. 

The States require a peace regime after denuclearization, but North Korea has the opposite position. 

Moreover, North Korea concurrently demands stability of the socialist regime and withdrawal of a 

hostile policy that the States perceive North Korea as a hostile one. 

For the past 70 years since the division of North and South Korea, to progress the relationship with 

North Korea, the government of South Korea has emphasized a peaceful solution of 

denuclearization and consistently encouraged North Korea’s participation in the Pyeongchang 

Olympics. Thus, they have maintained the interaction through a forum for conversation, hence 

North Korea responded to these efforts by dispatching a delegation to the Olympics. At the annual 

message of North Korea in 2018, they had a perception of the Pyeongchang Olympics that is a 

chance to reconcile with South Korea and promote peace establishment. 

Kim Jung Un who is North Korea’s leader specifically mentioned they will set out the dispatch a 

delegation to the Olympics, South-North talks, a joint effort to alleviate the military state of tension, 

and restoration of total interchange relationships between South-North Korea. In addition, he 

stressed that North Korea has to sit across from South Korea to debate the matter of improving 

South-North relations and actively compromise solutions. As a result, based on the Korean 

government's active efforts to maintain dialogue, North Korea decided to discard the engine test 

facility and a launch ramp for good through the Pyeongyang joint declaration(9.19). 

In this connection, Kim Jung Un announced that they are going to terminate the ByeongJin strategy 

which is a strategy to build military forces around armed forces and enhance national life 

improvement based on them. Furthermore, they said they will destroy the nuclear testing ground 

which is located in Punggye-Ri, and suspend nuclear tests and intercontinental ballistic missile 

(ICBM) tests. In addition, they pledged "complete denuclearization" at the three North-South 

summit conferences held in 2018 and the first North Korea-U.S. summit talks, and in May 2018, 

they exploded the Punggye-ri nuclear testing ground. It had progressed in terms of confirming the 

willingness of North Korea to resolve its nuclear issue through conversation. Nevertheless, North 

Korea did not implement denuclearization, so it has been clamoring for the necessity of 

denuclearization through international solidarity when it comes to the international security 

dimension. Hence, it is required to act segmentalized analysis and maneuver for everlasting peace 

establishment on the Korean peninsula. Therefore, we must seek economic aid and compensation 

for the denuclearization of North Korea and various ways to induce the North Korean regime to 

open its doors. 
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Meanwhile, since nuclear power has created a room for controversy in the international community, 

so a lot of treaties and campaigns have been made to actively resolve it. 

International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapon (ICAN) means a nongovernmental 

organization (NGO) coalition that asserts the complete dismantlement of nuclear weapons by all 

countries. They focus on humanitarianism and have worked to inform the devastating consequences 

of nuclear power to the public, including prolonged radiation damage, relief policies, and the 

destruction of medical facilities. Furthermore, they are conducting campaigns against all nuclear 

activities, including leading nuclear disarmament. In particular, ICAN played an important role in 

the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons that looks for all nuclear disarmament.  

As mentioned before, The Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) means a treaty that bans a nuclear state 

from having new nuclear weapons and giving them to a non-nuclear state at the same time. If non-

nuclear states have nuclear energy, they have to accept the safety measures that encounter 

investigation by the International Atomic Energy Agency(IAEA) to prevent developing nuclear 

weapons by using nuclear energy. NPT admits exclusive possession by China, England, French, and 

two other countries, but they illegalize the development, introduction, retention by member nations.  

To substitute NPT, the UN general assembly passed a resolution about The Treaty on the 

Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). After that, on 24th October 2020, the 50th signatory state 

approved of TPNW, and it had the international legal force in January 2021. It prohibits all 

activities about nuclear-like development, experiment, production, manufacture, stockpile, and 

threat across the board. Especially, it does not recognize the rights of existing nuclear states and 

calls for the complete dismantlement of nuclear weapons. As a result, five states that are NPT 

member countries including the States, England, French, China, and Russia did not approve of it, 

and even South-North Korea also did not participate in the TPNW agreement. 

To make the Korean Peninsula a peace zone without nuclear weapons, it needs not only these 

treaties and campaigns but also active global solidarity. In this era of globalization, the problems of 

the Korean Peninsula do not stop as only a conflict with South and North Korea. If North Korea 

continues to develop nuclear weapons, it is likely that North Korea can be a country that posing a 

threat to international peace based on nuclear weapons. That is to say the problems from the Korean 

Peninsula endanger the security of the world. Therefore, it needs international solidarity to stop 

North Korea’s reclusive move and to make the Korean Peninsula a peace zone without nuclear 

weapons. 

Korean Peninsula has realized the importance of denuclearization early and had conferences several 

times. 

Up to now, North Korea has clung to their position that ‘Converting to peace regime first, 

denuclearization after’. In other words, North Korea would phaseout the nuclear weapon after they 

are guaranteed the legitimacy of the North Korean government through converting to a peace 

regime, and also the U.S. gives up its hostile policy toward the North. 
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At this point, this essay will suggest ‘Talking first, compromise of the issue after’ with the 

incremental model (점증모형) which is one of the policymaking models. An incremental model is 

a form of negotiation that resolves problems that can be soluble sequentially and partially.  Talks 

between representatives are also regarded as a part of the problem-solving process, and it has the 

merit of being able to manage the situation stably because it sufficiently respects the other person's 

position and negotiates the resolved matters step by step. 

As follows, this essay suggests the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. 

Before making an agreement with the denuclearization, it is essential to utilize the inducement 

strategies and sanctions to aim at a peaceful conference. Consequently, there are some conditions.  

 

First, it is to mitigate national repulsion and emotional antagonism. According to VoaKorea, it said 

that 32% of Koreans perceived North Korea as an enemy in 2010 and 41% in 2015, in a word, a lot 

of people in Korea had a perspective that North Korea is a just opponent, not a target to achieve 

unification, so it is necessary some types of equipment to form an amicable atmosphere between 

them. Therefore, it is vital to invigorating exchange between South and North Korea in the various 

fields, and planning activities to have the feeling of solidarity and understand their history and 

culture in depth. For example, it is to establish an exchange student program between South-North 

Korea and link the historical site tour activities to conduct a field trip. Alternatively, by 

transforming the current unification education in South Korea from a one-way lecture-style 

education to an interactional one with North Korean defectors, individuals and students can 

experience North Korean culture or language differences in person.  

 

Second, as mentioned above, it is crucial to utilize inducement strategies like economic rewards. 

North Korea is currently exchanging with only limited countries such as China and Russia, but if 

they interchange their regional product with South Korea, their economic state could be improved. 

It is to provide North Korea with profits generated by importing and exchanging North Korean 

specialties through trade, selling, and distributing them directly to Korea. For example, exchanges 

of Pyongyang cold noodles, Daedonggang beer which is North Korea's representative product, and 

Boseong green tea and Yeonggwang Gulbi in South Korea, are able to benefit each other's 

economic factors and could include cultural exchanges beyond economic exchanges. Moreover, the 

proceeds from the resumption of Korean tours, such as Geumgang Mountain, can be used as an aid 

to North Korea as above. 

 

When a prerequisite is met, there are more factors to be involved while concluding the 

nuclearization process. In fact, North Korea's denuclearization is not a matter of only in Korea, but 

of the international community, so it is necessary to gradually promote the problem of establishing a 

peace regime and denuclearization based on the current South Korea-U.S. and North Korea-China 

alliance. 

 

The three conditions that North Korea requires for denuclearization is the transition to a peace 

regime, ensuring a regime in North Korea, and suspension of hostile policy toward the North, 

therefore, it is important to set these conditions as a basic agreed provision during the 

denuclearization. Trust issues that may arise during an agreement can be adopted as active 

arbitrators and witnesses to the Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) to further strengthen the faith of the 

denuclearization agreement. The reason why the agreement is not progressed by TPNW that is an 

alternative to NPT is that TPNW does not have a practical effect on the international community 

because the powers of the worlds like the States, French, England, China, Russia, and even South-
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North Korea did not join in an association. Moreover, NPT is relevant since it aims for the peaceful 

use of nuclear power by sharing the benefits of nuclear power with non-nuclear countries.  

 

One of the problems that come up in the denuclearization agreement is establishing the States or 

China as witness countries, but if these countries are the arbitrators, it will give rise to contrary of 

independent resolution principles and even deepen a foreign intervention, so it should maintain a 

neutral stance by establishing a witness state as a third country that has no diplomatic ties. To firm 

up the neutrality, it is requested to change the guarantee country every three years and progress a 

peace conference at the same time. However, because countries closely related to North Korea's 

denuclearization, such as the United States and China, cannot be excluded from the agreement, 

measures to secure their international guarantees can be used during the agreement process. 

 

The most crucial part of the agreement is to target the denuclearization that is complete disposal and 

irreversible. To attain complete denuclearization, North Korea should accede to international 

treaties such as the NPT(Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons) to stand surety of 

denuclearization. For instance, experts from the States, China, Japan, Russia, the European Union 

(EU), and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) can participate to inspect and support 

problems that may arise after nuclear dismantlement in North Korea. Moreover, they can recognize 

the denuclearization issue as an international society and use collective intelligence by sharing and 

discussing North Korea's economic and technological situations after denuclearization. In addition, 

it is necessary to seek additional penal measures if North Korea takes steps to go against 

denuclearization. For example, it is required to establish a phased implementation structure, such as 

discontinuing economic support through a coalition of member countries, such as NPT. 

 

After completing the denuclearization agreement, South Korea must prepare arrangements for 

emergencies to keep national safety. Above all, it is vital to manage the inter-Korean alliance stably 

and to make sure that there are no loopholes in the military response in case of an emergency. In 

addition, it is essential to establish a system that guarantees international monitoring and 

denuclearization, hence it is necessary to inspect facilities related to nuclear research and 

development by using satellites that can monitor the maintenance of denuclearization.   

 

 

 

 

For a long time, the South and North have discussed making the Korean Peninsula a nuclear-free 

zone. After several times of negotiations and breakdown, now, the South and North still have 

competing opinions. However denuclearization is not only a problem for the Korean Peninsula but 

also it does to the international society, the world is not supposed to let North Korea develop 

nuclear weapons. 

Korean Peninsula has the necessity to be flexible in responding to the uncooperative manners of 

North Korea. Thus, it needs a tough stance to push for the North’s uncooperative manners such as 

nuclear provocation. And also need an inducement to make the North come to a conclusion that 

they can make more benefit by cooperation in denuclearization. 
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Accordingly, systematic agreement about denuclearization should look for that both South and 

North can get benefits. First of all, before entering into an agreement: 

It included concluding a student exchange program between South and North Korea, a field trip for 

teenagers, and a unified education that is bidirectional and experiential to invigorate exchange 

between South and North Korea for reducing emotional enmity and objection by the nation. 

Additionally, a peaceful atmosphere should be used as an inducement by allowing to gain economic 

benefits by exchanging specialties between South-North Korea and resuming inter-Korean tours 

such as tours to Kumgang maintain.  

In the process of making a pact, three conditions required by North Korea: transition to a peace 

regime, ensuring the North Korean regime, and stopping hostile policy toward the North should be 

set as basal conditions for the agreement, but countries that join the NPT should be set as active 

mediators and witnesses to coordinate trust issues in the agreement process. In addition, experts 

from the European Union (EU) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) should inspect 

and support problems that may occur during and after nuclear dismantlement. Moreover, North 

Korea has to affiliate with NPT or ICAN to maintain and guarantee denuclearization. In case, if 

North Korea takes their decision back about the denuclearization, they will get punitive measures 

such as stopping economic aid through a coalition of NPT and other members. But, if they try their 

best to discard, they can share and discuss their economic and technological situations after 

denuclearization through regular summits. 

After making an agreement, the inter-Korean alliance should be managed in a stable manner and 

South Korea should be careful with a military loophole when the war or something like a dangerous 

circumstance happens through a state of alert against North Korea. Hence, experts from the NPT 

signatories should check North Korea's nuclear situation periodically and a partial border open by 

using satellites will be needed to ensure inspection of facilities related to nuclear research and 

development while guaranteeing the stability of North Korea's regime. 

Since nuclear weapons appeared as weapons of mass destruction in the world, to achieve 

denuclearization has been a world’s aspiration. Also, The unending war in the Korean Peninsula 

and the appearance of nuclear weapons have made the people terrorize. This essay devised ways to 

implement denuclearization which is premised on the division of South and North Korea, but 

eventually, the way to be fulfilled a peace regime in succession through complete denuclearization 

in Korean Peninsula is the way to achieve peaceful reunification. If South-North Korea implements 

the denuclearization based on this essay’s suggestions, the Korean peninsula will be able to 

accomplish a safe denuclearization and they will be a wonderful example in the world as a first 

country to achieve reunification with peaceful denuclearization. 
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